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Introduction 


The Fire-bringer. The oiigin of fin* sttikes the imagina¬ 
tion of the savage as a mysteiy, and gives use to countless 
stories of a Fiie-bi inger of one foim or another. So wide¬ 
spread die these stones that they do not admit of belief in any 
common souice othei than the natuial temper of undeveloped 
man whenevei and wherever he exists. The Fuc-biinger some¬ 
times produces fine by fnction, but generally he steals the fire 
from the gods, oi fiom some other fdvouied creatures who have 
it in then keeping, and he is ditfeicntly conceived of as bird, 
or beast, or man, or god . 1 

To the Greeks the Fire-bringer was the Titan god Prome¬ 
theus, the forethoughtful , 2 who, in the service of man, whom 
he loved, defied Zeus and stole fire iioin the gods, stored in a 
fennel stalk. 

Prometheus in Myth. Hesiod. The stoiy of Piometheus 
first appears in Greek literature in Hesiod. It is told with 

1 Cf. A Eang, Modem Mythology, p 19p 'I he Australians have 
vauous talc-.. It is a blackfcllow who climbed a lope to the sun, or a 
man who stole it from two women, or the hawk that stole it from the 
kangaroo rat, who ha<i previously produced it by rubbing sticks together. 
'Ihis last story combine;-, both the fiie-drill ami the tire-stealing elements. 

2 From TrpofATjdela, forethought '1 he connection of the word with 
the Sanskrit ptatna)ithas (rubber), which associates Piometheus with the 
notion of the fire-drill rather than with the stealing of fne, is now generally 
cjuestioned. Even if etymologically correct, it would seem to have retained 
no place in the consciousness of the Greeks themselves. 
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some variations both in the Theogony and in the Works and 
Days. 

Prometheus, the son of Titan Iapetos and Klymene (Th. 507), 
pitted his cunning against that of Zeus. 

At a banquet of gods and men he divided an ox into two 
portions, the one consisting of the flesh and the inward parts 
which he covered with the paunch, and the other of the bones 
which he vviapped in fat; and he gave Zeus his choice. But 
Zeus advisedly (so says Hesiod) chose the worse portion, 1 for 
he was meditating evil foi men. So Zeus withheld fire from 
men ( 77 /. 535-564)- But the good Prometheus stole it in a 
fennel stalk and gave it to them (Th. 565-567 ; W. and D. 
50-51). 

'1 hen Zeus devised fresh evil for men, and sent Pandora to 
be their bane.’ So impossible is it to outwit the mind of Zeus. 
And Prometheus he caused to be bound in chains and sent an 
eagle to devour his liver, and nightly that portion was renewed 
that the eagle ate by day; but at last, with the good-will of 
Zeus, Hera kies was sent, foi his own glory, to kill the eagle 
and to set Piometheus free; and Zeus ceased from his angei 
( 77 /. 521-533). 


Prometheus in Local Cult. But in sharp contrast with 
Hesiod’s Prometheus, whose cunning was pitted in vain 
against the greater cunning of Zeus, there existed in Athens in 
the time of Aeschylus another aspect of Prometheus, presci ved 


1 This stoiy is to account for the fact that this portion was offered by 
men in sacnhce to the gods. 

- In 'J'heogony (571-593) it is the woman herself who is the souice of ill; 
but in //’<?sis and Days (70-105) she was received, against Piometheus' 
counsel, by lus brother K pi met hens ( \t tei thought); and she had ajar out of 
winch, when she took off the lid, all manner of evils flew ; but at the 
bottom of the jar lay Hope, and before Hope too escaped she shut to 
the lid. 
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in a local cult, in which he was honourably associated with 
Hephaistos and Athene as a giver of arts to men, or culture- 
god. 

In the Academy at Athens, within the precinct of Athene, 
was an altar basis of early woikmanship on which were 
sculptured the figures of two gods with a common altar, 
Prometheus and Hephaistos. Prometheus was represented as 
the elder—and stood upon the right with a sceptre in his hand— 
Hephaistos as the youngei and suboidinate ( Paus . i. 30-32, and 
Apollod. quoted by Schol, on Soph. (EJ. Col. 57). Ami from 
this altar to some point in the city the Athenians lan in the 
yearly torch-races in their honour, in which the first to bring 
his torch, still burning, to the goal was held to be the winner 
—a festival born of the old custom of renewing from time to time 
at a pure fount file polluted by the use of man, and in this 
case at the altar of the first Fire-bringer, Prometheus (IVedlem 
tier Facieiivettlauf Hamer, 7 (1873) pp. 437-452, quoted by 
Fiazer, Paus. Comment, vol. ii. p. 391). 

Prometheus in iEschylus. Aeschylus has drawn from 
both sources, adding, omitting, transforming at will, in the 
Trilogy of which the Prometheus Bound is now generally taken to 
be the first play, Prometheus Unbound the second, and Prometheus 
the Fire-brmjrer the third. 

He passes over the story of the sacrifice and of Pandora and 
conceives of fire as being now first given by Prometheus to 
man, not fallen from an age of gold, as in Hesiod, but not yet 
risen highei than the beasts, till civilised by him despite the gods, 
so giving expression to the old belief in the essential impiety 
of human progress. 

Outline of Story. “Prometheus Bound.” To Aeschylus 
the story of the theft of fire by Prometheus is closely knit 
up with the story of the ousting of the Titan Kionos by his son 
Zeus. It is in fact an episode in the conflict of the old order of the 
3 



Introduction. 


Prometheus Bound 


Titan gods with the newer order of Olympian Zeus, and the 
conflict itself and the part played in it by Prometheus lie at 
the very heart of the Promethean Trilogy. 

Zeus rebelled against his father, Kronos, who was aided by his 
Titan brothers and sisters, children of Gaia (Earth) and Ouranos, 
who had himself in his time been dethroned by Kronos. 

Prometheus, taught by his mother, whom iEschylus calls 
Themis Gaia, “one form of many names,” knew that victory 
lay not in force but in wisdom. He urged this on the Titans, 
but in vain. Then with his mother he took his stand by Zeus 
and helped to dethrone and imprison Kronos ; by which impiety 
Zeus incurred the anger of the Erinyes, his father’s embodied 
curse, 1 which works implacably, resistlessly. Further, he helped 
to set Zeus in his place, and to allot their several honours to 
the gods. 

But Zeus took no heed of men. He was for destroying their 
race and making a new one. And none opposed him but 
Prometheus. But he, in pity, saved them ; he stole and gave 
them, among other blessings, fire ; and Zeus, for punishment, 
sent Hephaistos, with Kratos and Bia, to chain him to a rock in 
Scythia. Here the play begins. 

Hephaistos, with the willing aid of Kratos, reluctantly 
fulfils his task. Prometheus, left alone, now first speaks and 
calls on the powers of nature to see his shame. But he foreknew 
the doom that he was bringing on himself and knows he cannot 
combat Fate. 

The chorus of nymphs, children of Titan Okeanos, approach 
in their winged car, to bring him sympathy, and to them lie 
tells his story and his sure confidence that Zeus will yet one 
day have need of him and that they two will be reconciled. 
Next comes Okeanos, who has made his peace with Zeus, to 
offer counsel of acquiescence in the will of Zeus and his own 
services as mediator, which offer Prometheus puts by, bidding 
him go safely home again; and when he is gone rehearses to 


1 


515-5*0; 910. 
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the nymphs all the blessings that he has conferred on men, and 
the arts by which he has raised them from their primal state of 
impotence. For this he suffers, but is content to let things run 
their course, knowing that not even Zeus is stronger than 
necessity, which is itself controlled by the “ triple Fates and the 
mindful Erinyes.” 1 This is followed by the entrance of Io, the 
cow-horned maid, a fellow-sufferer at the hands of Zeus, driven 
from land to land by Zeus’ love and Hera’s jealousy. She tells 
her story, and to her and to the nymphs Prometheus foretells 
the rest of her journeyings, which shall end at last in a union 
with Zeus, of which will come in the thirteenth generation 
Prometheus’ own deliverer; 2 and he flaunts the knowledge 
of a secret told to him by Themis, which gives him a hold over 
Zeus: that Zeus, if not forewarned, will make a marriage,* 
the fruit of which will be mightier than Zeus himself. Io 
goes out, and Prometheus, grown more reckless, taunts Zeus 
with this secret of the marriage, through which shall be accom¬ 
plished the curse of his father, Kronos. 4 Hermes appears, a 
messenger from Zeus, to wring the secret from him. But 
Prometheus is obdurate. Unshaken by threats, he keeps it safe; 
and, unforsaken by the nymphs, he disappears with them in a 
convulsion of nature, sent for his punishment by Zeus, calling 
at the last as at the first on Earth, his mother, and on Air, to 
witness the injustice of Zeus. 


14 Prometheus Unbound.” The story of the Prometheus 
Unbound must be gathered from the few fragments that have 
come down to us, supplemented by forecasts of what would 
happen contained in the Prometheus Bounds by direct references 
to the play in later writers, and by versions of the story which 
are presumed to be based upon this play. 

When the play opens Prometheus is seen still fettered to the 
rock, which, after long ages, has reappeared (P. B. ion) at a 

l 516, see p. 4. * Herakles. * With Thetis. 4 See p. 4 . 

5 



Introduction. 


a9$s Prometheus Bound 


spot in the Caucasus 1 2 ( Gic. Tusc. ii. io). He is visited by the 
eagle ( P. B. 1022), which gnaws at his liver, renewed as fast 
as it is devoured. He longs to die ( Cic. Tusc. ii. 10). 

Zeus has released from Tartaros his father, Kronos, and the 
Titans, who come to look upon Prometheus’ sufferings ( P . U. 
Frag. 1, quoted by Arrian). They form the chorus of the 
play. 

In the absence of direct evidence we cannot be sure how the 
reconciliation of Zeus and Prometheus was effected. In the 
list of the dramatis person# of the Prometheus Bound in the 
Medicean MS., the names of Ge and Herakles stand after 
Okeanos. Herakles we know to have been one of the characters 
of the Prometheus Unbound , and it is more than likely that Ge (that 
is, Gaia), the mother of Prometheus, also belonged to this play, 
and was the mediator between him and Zeus, inducing Prome¬ 
theus to disclose the secret in return for the promise of his 
release (cf. Hygin. Fab. 54). Herakles, sent by Zeus, if we may 
follow Hesiod and Hygm. Fab. 54, shoots the eagle ( P . U. Frags. 
v. and vi.); and Prometheus, in another geographical passage, 
describes to him his journey to the Hesperides {Frags, vii.-x.). 
A willing substitute is found, moreover, for Prometheus (F. B. 
1027) in the Centaur Cheiron, who, hit by the poisoned arrow 
of Herakles, longs for death, which as an immortal he cannot 
have (acc. to Apollod. ii. 5, 45, and ii. 10). 

Who finally unloosed Prometheus’ bonds we do not know— 
perhaps Herakles (P. B. 772), possibly Hermes. At any rate 
he was released, and afterwards wore a crown of withies as a 
voluntary penance in token of his submission to the will of 
Zeus ( Athenaus , xv. 672 E, 674 d). 

“Prometheus the Fire-bringer.” Of Prometheus the Fire - 
bringer only one line has been preserved, and that tells nothing.® 

1 It is conceivable that this is a misconception of Cicero's, and that the 
scene is really the same as in the Prometheus Bound. 

2 <nyC)v$’ Sirov Set Kal \Fyosv rd Kalpia (quoted by Gellius, xiit. 19). 

6 
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There is, besides, a reference to the play in a Scholium on 
Prometheus Bound , 94, 1 which decides the position of this 
play as the last rather than the first of the Trilogy. It is 
probable that it dealt with Prometheus, not as the first fire- 
bringer to the race of man, but rather as the fire-bringer to the 
Athenians, after his reconciliation with Zeus; and with his 
establishment in Athens as a culture-god, in conjunction with 
the Olympian Hephaistos and their own goddess Athena, with 
special reference to the yearly torch-race in his honour. This 
play has sometimes been identified with another play by 
Aeschylus, Prometheus Purkaeus (Prometheus the Fire-kindler), of 
which a couple of lines have survived; 2 but this_ is now 
generally taken to be distinct, and to have formed the Satyr 
play of another Trilogy which included the Persai. 

Interpretation of the Trilogy.* Of the three plays then, 
of the Trilogy, the Prometheus Bound alone survives intact, 
and in the absence of the Prometheus Unbound and Prometheus 
the Fire-bringer our interpretation of the Prometheus Bound is 
necessarily somewhat tentative. We can only grope after 
Aeschylus' meaning in the uncertain light of what is left of 
the Trilogy, and of such others of his plays as have come 
down to us. 

The hardest problem of the play for us lies in appraising 
the characters of Zeus and Prometheus; for a difficulty con¬ 
fronts us here that nothing but the missing Prometheus 
Unbound could definitely solve. 

1 4v ydp rtf irup<p6fxp rpeit fivptdSat <prjal SeSiad at a My. “ In 
the Fire-bringer he says that he had been bound for 30,000 years." 

* (a) rpdyos, yivetov Spa <rb ye. 

—Quoted by Pollux, 10, 64. 

(/ 9 ) \iua St, vie r<ra k* u)/jlo\Ivov paxpol rbvoi. 

—Quoted by Pint. Moral, 86 F. 

* The substance of this part of the introduction appeared in the Classical 
Review , March 1904. 
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The Zeus of the Prometheus Bound seems far removed 
from the Zeus, conceived as a god of justice, and power, and 
wisdom, whom we find foreshadowed in the earlier plays and 
consummated in the latest—the Oresteian Trilogy—and it is 
at first sight not easy to reconcile the two. 

Some have thought that ./Eschylus, for the purpose of this 
play, frankly accepted the old crude Zeus of early myths, or 
wished to present him as a harsh and lawless tyrant trium¬ 
phantly defied by the friend of man. 

But such a treatment is absolutely inconsistent with the attitude 
ofiEschylus as a religious teacher maintained elsewhere. From 
the conflicting and often degrading conceptions of the Zeus of 
early myths he had already worked out for himself a more spiritual 
conception of deity, which, as has often been pointed out, had 
much in common with the monotheism of the Hebrew prophets, 
and it would be difficult to believe that he had deliberately 
debased this god. Moreover, this view leaves out of account, 
or renders incomprehensible, the Prometheus Unbound with its 
ultimate reconciliation between the two. 

Others again take the opposite line, and see in Zeus’ action 
sternness but not harshness, discipline not injustice, towards 
an unrepentant rebel who is finally discomfited, and find no 
fundamental discrepancy between this Zeus and the Zeus of 
other plays. 

But can this view be maintained with any greater satisfaction 
than the other? Is it really possible to see in Zeus’ action 
divine justice consistently displayed, misread as harshness by 
the blindness of Prometheus ? 

To each of these interpretations alike the way is barred. 
Shelley, feeling the impossibility of reconciliation between Pro¬ 
metheus and the malevolent Zeus of the Prometheus Bound , aban¬ 
doned .^Eschylus in his own Prometheus Unbound , and gave his 
own solution of the difficulty by recasting the denouement. Those 
who, taking as their standpoint iEschylus’ maturer type of 
Zeus, insist on the essential identity of tne two conceptions, do 
so against the evidence of the text itself. For what is the 
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impression left upon us by the two after an unbiassed 
reading of the play ? 

There is no denying, as it seems to me, that Zeus comes out 
of it rather badly. He ousts his father, torments with his love 
an innocent girl, and, forgetful of the help Prometheus gave 
him, pursues him with vindictive cruelty, first for his gift 
of fire to man, but, from the end of the Prometheus Bound 
onwards, for his refusal to reveal to him the secret of the 
marriage which will unseat him from his throne. We must 
notice, too, that Asschylus uses in describing him expressions 1 
that could hardly fail to suggest to an Athenian audience ar 
irresponsible despot of the type of the Persian king, a type 
particularly repugnant to the Athenians, to whom the Persian 
wars were still a living memory, and who owned no authority 
higher than “the law.” 2 Why should he court comparison 
with such a type if his Zeus was to command unmixed 
respect ? 

And what of Prometheus? For love of man he has defied 
the ordering of Zeus and suffers for it, but is upheld by the 
knowledge, unshared by Zeus, of what is fated. 

There is no doubt that, as far as this play is concerned, it is 
Prometheus and not Zeus that makes the direct appeal to our 
sympathies, yet we can have no doubt that Prometheus is not 
to be accounted blameless. As a fact, each of them is criticised 
by friends as well as foes, and if Zeus is harsh, Prometheus is 
presumptuous and defiant and has sinned against that essentially 
Greek maxim “ nothing in excess.” 

Hephaistos, a god of the new order, the very god whose 
prerogative of fire has been filched away, admits the harsh- 

* P. B. io The “ tyranny ” of Zeus. 

50 “For none is free but Zeus." 

150 “ Zeus lawlessly holds sway." 

188 “ Zeus is harsh and keeps justice to himself.'’ 

326 ”... It is a harsh despot and irresponsible who rules," 
&c. 

• Cf. Herod, vii. 104. 
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ness of the new ruler and has sympathy with Prometheus, 
while allowing that he has acted “beyond the right” (30). 
The nymphs, daughters of Titan Okeanos, are naturally cham¬ 
pions of Prometheus against the god who “lawlessly holds 
sway and hides the mighty things of old" (150-151), but for 
all their delicate sympathy they frankly tell Prometheus he has 
“erred ” (261) and “ gone beyond due limit” (507) in his gilt 
to man, and counsel a less stubborn tongue (182, 932, 936). 
And Okeanos, who has come to terms with Zeus, charging 
his sympathy with good advice, upbraids him for disregarding 
two such vital saws as “know thyself” (311), and “nothing 
too much ” (329). Of the rest, lo, as another victim of Zeus, 
alone has no condemnation for Prometheus, while Hermes 
shows all a lackey’s servility to Zeus. 

According to the evidence of the play itself, then, both Zeus 
and Prometheus have offended. They have been guilty of 
fySpir, 1 insolence, which carries retribution in its train. Each 
of them, one would imagine, must give way a little before that 
reconciliation is possible which is foreseen by Prometheus in 
the Prometheus Bound (194), and is, as we know, effected in the 
Prometheus Unbound. 

And in the Prometheus Unbound it is plain that the attitude 
of both is changed. But it is Zeus who is the first to change. 
He has released Kronos and the other Titans, thereby, as we 
know on the evidence of the Eumenides (641-646), appeasing the 
Erinyes and rendering himself no longer inevitably doomed to 
fall. He is no longer in conflict with “ the triple Fates and 
the mindful Erinyes” (516), and is ready now to give Pro¬ 
metheus his freedom as the price of the secret. Before this 
Zeus Prometheus’ defiant stubbornness breaks down: he is 
ready to see in him the new power which is destined to 
prevail and to acquiesce in his ordering. Reconciliation is 
no longer hard. 

1 Cf. Caesar's review of Schoemann’s edition of P. B. in the Zeitschrift 
/Hr das Alterthum, 1845, n. 41, p. 331. 
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Prometheus submits, but it is to an altered Zeus that he 
submits. Between this Zeus and the Zeus of the Oresteia , 
there is nothing essentially discrepant. And in Prometheus the 
Pire-hringer, if we may deal in guesswork, the reconciliation goes 
further, and Prometheus is himself received as a culture-god 
among the number of the new gods. 

What then are we to make of the Zeus of the Prometheus 
Bound , and how is he to be reconciled with the Zeus of the other 
plays ? It is easy to insist on the discrepancy, but we cannot 
stop there ; we must correlate the two conceptions, and we must 
do this, if we can, by some other means than by unduly idealis¬ 
ing the Zeus of the Prometheus Bound. 

./Eschylus was dealing in these myths with very primitive 
material, and the old myth-makers, as we know, did not trouble 
themselves about the moral aspect of their Zeus. AEschylus 
did; and he set his own stamp upon these tales and moralised 
them up to a certain point by making good spring from the 
seeming cruelty of Zeus. The ousting of Kronos stands with 
him for the supersession of the rule of force by the rule of 
reason; the pursuit of Io has as its outcome the founding of a 
line from which Prometheus’ deliverer was to spring; and 
Prometheus’ punishment is punishment rightly falling on a 
rebel against the ordered harmony of Zeus. But when all is 
said and done the impression remains that he is a harsh Zeus, a 
crude Zeus, a primitive Zeus, and not the Zeus of the Oresteian 
Trilogy. If the ousting of Kronos by his son does symbolise 
the installation of a higher conception of godhead, yet the act 
was impious, involving as it did a father’s curse; if from Io's 
union with Zeus sprang Prometheus’ deliverer, yet such a 
Zeus was obsolete; and if Prometheus was justly punished for 
defying Zeus, yet the temper of Zeus was changed before the 
reconciliation could be made. 

Eschylus had here such savage old tales to deal with that 
not even his genius could wholly purge them of their grosser 
elements, and he was confronted by the stubborn task of graft- 
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ing his own more spiritual conception on the rugged stock of 
early myth. As man developes, his conception of deity de- 
velopes ; but iEschylus, preserving the continuity between two 
widely disparate conceptions of Zeus, seems to ascribe this 
development to Zeus himself. 

On this view the Zeus of the Prometheus Bound is an unde¬ 
veloped Zeus, who falls as yet far short of the type conceived 
by oEschylus’ imagination, which found its realisation, we may 
believe, in the Prometheus Unbound as in the other plays. As 
long ago as 1824 Dissen 1 maintained this view of the develop¬ 
ment of Zeus, but it has not even yet by any means found 
general acceptance. To test its soundness we must look to the 
play itself. 

In the Prometheus Bound Zeus’ power is barely established. 
iEschylus harps on its newness, and ascribes much of his 
harshness to this fact. 2 3 It is the moment of the transference of 
power from the old order to the new. By the help of Themis 
Gaia, Zeus has won the power that is henceforth to lie with 
wisdom rather than with force, but Zeus is no god of wisdom 
yet. He is at best but a god of righteousness in the making; 
for reason has not yet wholly dislodged violence, and it is in 
fact the transition state between the two. Side by side with 
the transference of power is being effected the transference of 
wisdom too. This was in Gaia’s keeping,for the oldest oracles 
are Earth oracles; and long before the coming of Apollo, the 
representative of the dynasty of Zeus, Gaia had sat upon the 
oracular seat at Delphi, and after her, her daughter Themis.* 
In ^schylus’ individual treatment of the relationship of Gaia 
and of Themis to Prometheus we have, I think, a clear indica¬ 
tion of his purpose. 

By identifying Gaia and Themis in accordance with a local 


1 Dissen’s letter to Welcker, printed in IVelckePs Trilope. pp. 93-94. 

2 35i Heph. loqu.: “ Ever is he harsh who but newly holdeth sway," 
150, &c. 

3 Eutn. 2, and Dr. Verrall’s Eurip. the Rationalist, p. 223. 
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Attic myth, 1 Aeschylus endows the mother of Prometheus with 
the wisdom of the older order, and can, not unnaturally, make 
Prometheus, in his reading of Fate, more clear sighted than 
Zeus himself; for Themis Gaia has revealed to him in great 
measure the future course of things. 

That Prometheus’ foreknowledge was limited, or at times 
blurred by passion, is clear from such conflicting lines, among 
others, as 194 and 260, where he looks to reconciliation with 
Zeus, or 525, &c., where he looks upon his secret as a means of 
bargaining with Zeus, as compared with 756 or 909, &c., 
where he regards Zeus’ fall as assured, and his own release 
as the natural sequence of this fall; but at least he had 
learned the lesson that Zeus had yet to learn, that Fate is 
irresistible. 

Not till Zeus has appeased the Erinyes by the release of 
Kronos, whose curse evoked them, can he be said to have assi¬ 
milated the wisdom that was Gaia’s, and to be so far in har¬ 
mony with Fate that his will and Fate can be identified. 2 * * * And 
further, is there any hint of the way in which the development 
of Zeus was brought about? 

The loss of the Prometheus Unbound leaves us sadly in the dark, 
but I would suggest that a clue may be found in lines 980-981, 
when from Prometheus, exasperated by the insolence of Hermes, 
is wrung the word (980) “ Alas.” Hermes replies, “ Zeus has 
no knowledge of tnis word,” to which Prometheus answers, 
“Time as it grows old teaches all things to the full.” May 
we not interpret this to mean that, in the opinion of ./Eschylus, 
for Zeus, no less than for Prometheus, progress came through 
conflict, and that even he was not exempt from the law that he 
himself laid down for men (Ag. 177) that wisdom comes by 
suffering. 8 

1 PrelUr Robert , i 2 , p. 475. 

2 Cf. A gam. pp. 56-59, where it is Zeus who sends the Erinyes against 

the transgressor. 

8 See Dr. Verrall’s note on line 170 in his ed. of AEs. Ag. 
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Between the wiser Zeus of the Prometheus Unbound and the 
Zeus of the Oresteia there is no gulf, and it is now possible 
to see the close relation of thought between these two 
Trilogies. 

In both alike the real point at issue is the conflict of the older 
and the newer order of the gods, with this point of difference that, 
whereas in the Prometheus Bound we have the moment of trans¬ 
ference, throughout the Oresteia we have portrayed the fulness 
of Zeus’ power. This conflict typifies the struggle of an old 
religion, associated with Chthonic or Earth deities, with a newer 
religion represented by Zeus and his Olympian dynasty—a 
struggle which had its basis in historical fact, and which has 
been held to derive from racial difference. 1 2 In each Trilogy 
deities of the old order are pitted against the ruler of the new ; 
and as in the J Eumenides, the Erinyes, beaten in their blood-suit 
by Apollo, are pacified by Athene and invested with the 
honourable task of safeguarding the morals of Athens as the 
Semnai, or Awful Ones (to give them the name to which the 
play entitles them rather than that of the Eumenides'), so in the 
Prometheus Unbound and in Promethcus the Fire-bringer , as we think, 
Prometheus, though he eventually submits to Zeus, does so 
without humiliation, and he too finds a place in the public 
religion of Athens as a culture-god in close association with 
Hephaistos and Athene. 3 For iEschylus is above all concerned 
to teach that the new order, while it prevails as was destined 
over the old, yet absorbs into itself what was best in the old, 
and by mutual concessions effects a reconciliation of conflicting 
elements without loss of dignity to either. 

Date of the Play. iEschylus was born in 515 b.c. and died 

1 Prof. Ridgeway’s Early Art 0/Greece , vol. I. 

2 It is noticeable that in the Eumenides , as in the Prometheus , jEschylus 

is making use of a distinctively local Athenian cult in the elaboration of 
his idea of reconciliation. Cf. Miss Harrison’s Prolegomena to the Study 
of Greece Religion, p. 85a. 
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in 456 b.c. Of his surviving plays the Suppliants is un¬ 
doubtedly the earliest and is dated by some as early as before 
490. The Persians appeared in 472, the Seven against Thebes in 
467, and the Oresteian Trilogy in 458. 

The date of the Prometheus Bound is uncertain. The descrip¬ 
tion of the eruption of Etna (lines 369-374) suggested by an 
actual eruption in 479-8 or possibly by Pindar’s 1 description of 
it in 474, gives an upward limit, and the downward limit is set 
by the Oresteia (Agamemnon, Choephorot , and Bumenides) (458), which 
are admitted to be the latest of the extant plays. 

The comparatively small part played by the chorus, the 
treatment of Io in art and on the stage, 2 * the close relation of 
thought between this play and the Oresteia combine, among 
other considerations, to indicate a later rather than an early 
date ; and on the whole it seems fairly safe to assign the play 
to some time between 467 and 458. 

Mode of Presentation. In our almost total ignorance of 
the way in which plays were presented at Athens in the fifth 
century it is impossible to do more than indicate some of the 
questions that still wait for an answer. 

There being no monumental evidence earlier than the stone 
theatres of the fourth century—for the wooden structures of the 
fifth have left no trace—we cannot even say with certainty 
whether in the time of Aeschylus the plays were still acted on 
the old round dancing ground, 8 or whether with the introduc¬ 
tion of a second actor, perhaps, at the beginning of the fifth 
century, a low stage 4 * was erected for their use, in front of the 
(tktj'ptj or booth, which served at once as background and as 
dressing-room. 

1 Find. Pyth. i. 

2 Cf. Die Io Saga , by R. Engelmann, in the Jahrbuch des Kais. deutsch. 
Archeol. Inst. Band, xviii. 1903. 

8 Cf. Ddrpfeld, das Griechische Theater. 

4 Cf. Haigh’s Attic Theatre (2nd ed.). ^ 

*5 
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The question of scenery is almost equally baffling. The 
introduction of scenery is attributed to both JEschylus and 
Sophocles, and it is likely enough that it came into use during 
the decade in which they wereboth exhibiting (468-458) 1 ; in any 
case it was presumably of the simplest kind. For the Prometheus 
Bound a background of rocks must have been presented or 
imagined. 

There is the question too whether the part of Prometheus 
was played by a third actor—which is quite possible if the 
play was produced later than 468—or whether he was repre¬ 
sented by a lay figure and his part spoken by the actor that 
played Hephaistos. And, further, we ask how the approach 
of the nymphs was effected. Did the winged car appear or 
not? And what of Okeanos upon his hippocamp ? And, 
finally, was the storm and convulsion of nature at the end of 
the play and the engulfing of Prometheus and the nymphs 
represented in any way or left wholly to the imagina¬ 
tion ? 

Nothing certain can be said ; but in regard to all these points 
it is as well to bear in mind that the stage of ./Eschylus was in 
all likelihood eminently conventional, lagging far behind the 
daring originality of his conception, and leaving far more to 
the imagination than to modern minds seems at first probable 
or even possible 

Text. Any text of the Prometheus must be based on the 
Medicean or Laurentian MS. (generally called “M”) which 
is of the eleventh century. 

I have consulted Wecklein’s JEschylus^ 1885; Wecklein and 
Allen, 1897; Sidgwick’s JEschylus in the Scriptorum Classicorum 
Bib. Oxon. (Clarendon Press), 1902; Sikes & Willson (Mac¬ 
millan), 1902; and others. Deviations from “M” which are 
generally accepted I have embodied without comment in the 


1 Cf. Haigh's A ttic Theatre , p. ao6. 
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text; for others, the authority is quoted. Alternative read¬ 
ings of corrupt passages have occasionally been given in the 
footnotes. 

Introduction, Translation, Notes. I desire to express here 
my sense of indebtedness to previous editions, translations, 
commentaries, &c., and to record my thanks to those friends 
who have given me counsel and help, especially to Dr. James 
Bonar for his kindness in reading the proofs and making many 
helpful criticisms. 
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CHARACTERS. 

KRATOS AND BIA. 
HEPHAISTOS. 

PROMETHEUS. 

CHORUS OF OCEAN NYMPHS. 
OKEANOS. 

IO, DAUGHTER OF INACHOS. 
HERMES. 
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JVT Med icean MS. m = Other MSS. 

+=Corrupt MSS. reading. 

KP. XOovbs pev es rrfXovpbv rjKopev rre&ov, 

'S.KvO-rjv es olpov, afiaTov els epriplav. 

"Htfjaitrre, trot Se xprf fj.eX.eiv ejrtcrroXas 
as croi rrarrfp e<f>e fro, rovSe npbs jrer/oats 
v\jji]XoKprfpvois rbv Xewpybv oxpacrai 
aSapavrlvwv becrpuv ev appr/KTOis jreSats. 
rb irbv yap avdos, iravrexvov rrvpbs trcXas, 
OvrjToltri KXe\f/a s <57rai rev • rotacrSe toi 
apaprlas cr<f>c Set #eots Sowat St/ojp, 

(Ls at> SiSax&y rrfv AtSs rvpavvlSa IO 

(TTtpyeiVy (faXavdpdnrov Si navetrOai rpoirov. 

H$. Kparos Bta re, a-tftipv pev evroXt) Aibs 
e^et reXos tcouSei' epiroSiov erf 
eyu 8’ aroX/tos et/xi irvyyevrj $ebv 
* Apatov, m , Aparin r\ M. & ft par or, Sckel. ex Horn. It, *iv. 78. 
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Enter Hephaistos, with Kratos and Bia leading 
Prometheus. 

Kratos. We are come to a plain of Earth, her utter¬ 
most, to Skythia’s track, an untrodden wilder¬ 
ness. It is for thee, Hephaistos, to fulfil the 
charge which the father enjoined upon thee, 
to fix to beetling crags this doer of bold deeds 
in bonds unbreakable of adamantine chains. 
For thine was the glory, the brightness of fire, 
helper in all arts, that he stole and gave to 
man. This was the sin for which he must do 
penance to the gods, that he may learn to 
brook the tyranny of Zeus and be stayed from 
his bent of love to man. 

Heph. Kratos and Bia, for you two the word of 
Zeus is now fulfilled, and nought longer hin- 
dereth. For me, I have no heart to bind a 
brother god by force to this storm-beaten gorge. 
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Sr/trai /3t<f fidpayyL 7rpbs 8vtr)(eipepip. 

irdvrto s 5’ dvayKt] 7wSe j uoi roXpav a-\tdtlv‘ 

e£u>pia£civ yap irarpbs Aoyotis /3apv. 

rr/s 6p0o/3ovXov QeptSos alirvprjra 7rat, 

aKOvra. cr' 3 .k<dv SvcrXvrots ^aXuevpacrt 

irpoa~rracrcraXev(T<o T(?>8’ aTravdptXmp irayip, 20 

Xv ovtc fiiavrjv ovre tov pop fir) v fiporCiv 

ofiei, a'TaOevrb'S S’ tjXt'ov fioifir) fiXoyl 

Xpotas apelfiets avOos • acrpevip Se (rot 

r) TroiKiXtipwv vv£ airOKpvfiei fido<s, 

Trdxvrjv ff efiav rjXtos <r>c«8£ irdtXiv 
del Se to5 irapovros dyOr)8uiU KaKO v 
Tpverei cr • 6 Xwfir'jcnvv yap ov irefivice ira>. 

TOLavr’ eirrjvpu tov fitXavOpfirrov Tpoirov. 
debs dewv yap ov\ viroimjcrartov xpXov 
[ipOTouri Tipds <tSira<ras irepa 8 Ckt)S. 30 

dv&’ &v arepirrj Tr/vSe fipovpr/are is irerpav, 
opdoa-raSrjv, aijirvos, ov Kapirriov yovv 
ttoXXovs S’ dSvppov s ical yoovs avtofieXeis 
fiOty^ei • Aibs yap Sva-irapaX-nrjToi fipeves • 
oTras Se Tpa\vs, dorr ts dv veov Kpary}. 
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But for all that there is necessity that I take 
heart for this; for it is a grievous thing to set 
the father’s word at nought. Thou daring 
schemer, Son of Themis that counselleth aright, 
it is against thy will and mine that I shall nail 20 
thee fast with brazen bonds that cannot break 
unto this rock remote from men, where thou 
wilt hear no voice nor see the form of any 
man j but scorched by the blazing heat of sun 
thy skin shall loose its bloom; and glad shalt 
thou be when night, star-clad, shall hide the 
light of day; and the sun shall once more 
scatter morning’s frost; and ever will the 
burden of the present ill torment thee; for 
there is none yet born that shall deliver thee. 

Such is thy recompense for thy bent of love 
to man. A god thyself, thou didst not dread 
the wrath of gods, but beyond the right thou 30 
didst give honours to mankind. For this thou 
shall keep watch upon this joyless crag, upright 
and sleepless, not bending the knee. And 
many will be the unavailing groans and cries 
that thou wilt utter. For the heart of Zeus 
is hard to be entreated and ever is he harsh 
who but newly holdeth sway. 
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KP. elev • r l peXXcts not KaroiKrtfei partyv ; 
rt riv 0eois eydierrov oi) errvyels Oeov, 
ootis Tt> <r&|/ dvrjTolari irpov&uiKev yepa s j 

11$, r5 fcvyyevts roi SeuAv ij 0’ opiAta, 

KP. £vp<£ryp’, dvtjKovtrTelv Sc rar irarpbs Xoyiav 40 
otov re iruis ; ou toCto Sttputi'cts trXeov ; 

H$. act ye Sr] vtyXiys cri) ko. 1 dpaaaws irXctos. 

KP. a kos yap ooSev twSc OpipelcrOai • cri> 8i 
Ta p.rj&ev wcjjeXovvra pry ttdvei parr)v. 

H$. <5 woXXa picrqdeZcra \eLp<ava^ia. 

KP. t 1 vtv <TTvytt<i ■ wovoiv yap, (is airXip Xoyip, 

T&v vvv TTapovriuv ovSev airta re\vr]. 

H$. Ip7ras rls avTrjv aXXos <X cfieXev Xa\elv. 

KP. airai/r’ eira^dij ttX rjv dealer 1 KOipavelv 

eXevdepos yap ootis etrrl irXrp' Atos. JO 

H$. lyvoiKa roar Sc, leovSev dvreurelv l^w. 

KP. ov/eovy eirel^ei Setrpa repSt ircpi/3a\elv, 

(is pry (p eXivvovra trpoerhepydy irarrjp j 

40 iwaxSrj, Stanley. irpixOiJt 
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Krat. Come, come, why dost thou tarry and in vain 
expend thy pity ? Why dost thou not loathe 
the god who is most hated of the gods, for 
that it was thy privilege that he betrayed to men ? 

Heph. Strange is the bond of kinship, aye, and 
fellowship. 

Krat. I grant it, but to disobey the father’s words 
—how is that possible ? Dost thou not dread 
this more ? 

Heph. Ever, I know, relentless thou and full of 
daring. 

Krat. Aye, for it does no good to make lament for 
him; and toil not thou in vain at what avails 
thee nothing. 

Heph. O thrice hated mastery of my craft. 

Krat. Why dost thou loathe it ? For, to be plain, thy 
craft is in nowise to blame for these distresses. 

Heph. Yet would that it had fallen to another’s lot. 

Krat. All things are burdensome except the kingship 
of the gods j for none is free but Zeus. 

Heph. By these (pointing to the fetters ) I know it, 
and I have nought to say in answer. 

Krat. Wilt thou not make haste to throw the bonds 
about him, that the father may not see thee 
tarrying ? 
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H‘!>. /cat Sr) irpofpupa i/alAia (ApKordai irapa. 

KP. /3aXo>v viv apcjn yepadv lyKparei adevci 
paurT'ppi Oeive, irao-craAeve Trpbs /rerpats. 

H'i’. Trepaiverai Sfj kov /caret Tovpyov to 8e. 

KP. dpatro-e pdXXov, rnjuyye, p-rjSaprj ydka' 

Suvbs yap evpetv k<x£ dprjyaVMV wopov. 

II4>. apapev rjSe y’ iLXfvrj Svo'c/cAijtq/s. 60 

KP. /cat rr/vSe vvv rcopiratrov ao-<£aA<3s, tVa 
I id Op cro<£wm;s &v A tbs vtodearrepoi. 

H‘[ J . 7r Xtjv tovS’ a v ouScts cVSt/ctos /iE/i'fdtTO /cot. 

KP. dSapavrivov vvv (Tijrqvbs avdd.br) yvdOov 
(rrepvwv Stap./ra£ iratrcraAev’ epptoftevtos. 

H<t>. atat Ilpoprj&u, <r£v virtp (TTIVOJ jrovtov. 

KP. cru 8’ a3 /caro/cms, rthv Atos r’ e\9pd>v V7rep 
a'Tct'Cts ; o/ra/s pij travTbv oIkticU ttotc. 

H4>. op^s Oeapa Six.rdkarov oppaenv. 

KP. op<3 Kvpovvra rovSe twv iira^mv. 70 

aAA’ dptfil jrAevpats pairyaXicrTrjpa'i fddXe. 

88 jSaXtiv, Stanley. Xa/St !iv, M. 

16 lirrip arivu, Bothe. taro arivu, M, altered to uirep tnivu. 
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Heph. Well, look, here are the curb-rings ready to 
our hands. 

Krat. Cast them about his arms, and then with 
mighty force strike with thy hammer, nail him 
to the rocks. 

Heph. See now, this work is coming to its end nor 
is it done in vain. 

Krat. Strike harder, bind him fast, in no part leave 
aught loose; for he is skilled to find a way 
though it be from hopeless straits. 

Heph. This arm at leastis fixedso that it will notmove. 60 

Krat. And now pin fast the other, that he may learn, 
wise as he is, that he has less wit than Zeus. 

Heph. Save him, no one will rightly blame me. 

Krat. Now do thou strongly nail right through his 
breast the pitiless fang of a spike of adamant. 

Heph. Ah me, Prometheus, I bewail thy sorrows. 

Krat. Dost shrink again, and dost bemoan the foes 
of Zeus ? Look to it that thou pity not thyself 
one day. 

Heph. Thou lookest on a sight unsightly for the 
eyes to see. 

Krat. I see one getting his deserts. Now cast the 70 
girths about his sides. 


«7 
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H't>. Spdv ravr’ dvayxrj, p-qSev eyxeXev' ayav. 

KP. iJ pr)V kcAcvVw, xi.Ki6u>v£<j> ye repos. 

\(ipei kixtio, (TxeXi) fie xlpxaxrov ft Ip. 

H4>. xal Sr) rrerrpaxTai to vpyov ov pax pa irnvip. 

KP. eppaipevws vvv delve Siaropovs rreSas, 

<is ownripjrijs -ye twv epyav fiapv s. 

Il<i>. opota poprfay yXStatra <rov yrfpverai. 

KP. <ri> paX6axl(ov, rqv S’ eprjv avOaSiav 
opyrjs re rpa\vrr)ra pf) ’rrirrXt]<r<Te pot. 

H4>. <rrelywp.ev, (is kuiXolitiv dp<f}l/3Xr)<rTp’ 

KP. evravdd vvv v($pi(e, xal Oediv yepa 

crvXtov eifnjpepoiari irpocrrlOei. rt crot 
oiot re Ovr)Tol tQvS’ d.7ravrXr/(rai rrovuiv; 
(j/evSwvvptvs tre Salpoves Hpoprjdea 
KaXoveriv • avrhv yap ere Sel rrpopr)6eios, 
Srip rpoirtp rrja-S’ eKKvXurdr)<rei reyvrjs. 


8o 


EIP. & Sios al6r)p, Kal rayyirrepoe trvoa «, 

rrorapmv re rrqyal, jtovtiW re xvpdrwv 
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Hcph. Necessity constrains me to it, urge me not 
overmuch. 

Krat. Nay, but I’ll urge thee, aye, and tar thee on 
besides. Go thou below and with constraint 
ring thou his limbs about. 

Heph. See now, the deed is done and that right 
speedily. 

Krat. Strike strongly now the piercM fetters, for 
that our task-master is stern. 

Heph. Like to thy shape are the words of thy 
tongue. 

Krat. Be thou soft-hearted, but for my stubborn¬ 
ness and ruthless temper rebuke me not. 80 

Heph. Let us go, now that the bonds are on his 
limbs. [Exit Heph. 

Krat. Now wreak thy insults where thou art, and 
stealing, give to creatures of a day the privilege 
of gods. What of these pains can mortal men 
abate thee ? By a false name do the gods call 
thee Prometheus; for thou thyself hast need 
of a Prometheus with forethought to show how 
thou mayst free thyself from this device. 

[Exeunt Kratos and Bia. 

Pro. O Air of heaven, and swift-winged breezes ; 

river springs, sea waves’ unnumbered laughter, 90 
c >9 
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avrjpidpov yeXaapa, irapprjrop re yrj, 90 

Kal rbv TravoTrTrjv kvkXov r/Xlov KaXto ' 
iSecrde p’, ola. irpb% detov 7rdo-\ 10 Oeos. 

SepxOrjO’ otais alKiauriv 
81a.Kva16p.evos rbv pvpieTrj 
\p6vov aOXevcru). 
rowvS’ 6 veos raybs paKapoiv 

> JL « » I 1 > \ « V > « 

€ £ V ) V P €7T ( fJLOi OCO-fJLOV aCLKV), 
tf>ev <fiev • rb irapbv to t’ eirepyopevov 
Trfjpa <TTevd)po, irjj ttotc po\9<ov 
\prj rtppara ru>v8’ emrelXai. IOO 

Kairot r l (jyrjpi ; iravra Trpov^eiTLcrrapai 
tTKedpius ra /xtAAovr’, ouSe pot iroratVtov 
ovSev r/£«i ‘ ireirptDpevqv 8e ypr) 
aicrav <f>epecv <Ls piyrra, yiyvwcrKOvO’ oti 
T b rrjs dvdyKijs ear’ aSrjpiTOV trdevos. 
dXX’ ovre triydv ovre prj enyav Tv\as 
olov re poi racrS’ eerrl. Ovrjrots yap yepa 
iropiov avayKats TafcrS’ eve^evypai raXas' 
vap&rjKOirXijpaiTov 8e QrfpZpae irvpbs 
Trijyfjv k Aojrata v, fj SiSdcrKaXos re\vr]s 110 

Trdcrr)s fiporols •tritfyqve Kal peyas iropo s. 
roiawSe jrotvas dpxXaKrjpdrwv rivio, 
viralOpios Secrpois ireiraaaaXevpevos- 
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and Earth, all-bearing mother! and on sun’s 
all-seeing orb I call. See me a god, what 
sufferings, god-sent, I bear. See with what 
cruel usage worn I shall wrestle throughout the 
countless years. Such is the bondage that the 
new lord of the blessed gods has devised 
against me for my shame. 

Alas, alas ! the woe that is and that which 
is to come I mourn, seeking where it is fated too 
that the end of these my pains shall one day 
dawn. And yet, what do I say? All that 
shall be full well do I foreknow, nor shall one 
evil come upon me unforeseen; the lot that is 
appointed I must bear as lightly as I may, 
knowing that the might of necessity is not to be 
withstood. Yet can I neither hold nor break 
my peace touching my plight. For in that I 
gave to men a privilege am I, alas, yoked in this 
constraint; for I am the seeker after the stolen no 
fount of fire, stored in a fennel-stalk, which 
has proved teacher of all arts to men, aye, and 
a great resource. This is the penalty I pay 
for these transgressions, fast bound by chains 
beneath the open sky. 


31 
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a 3 ., ca ea. 

Tis ax**! T ‘ s °8pd wpoacirra p’ d<f>eyyys, 

#ed<rvTOS, »} fipo Teios, P KCKpaptvrj • 

IK CTO TtppOVlOV C7TI wdyOV 

rovtov cp.Q>v tempos, rj rt S») BcXuiv • 

opart bca-pinyv pc Swirorpov 0£ov, 

rbv Albs i\0p('iv, rbv jracri <?£Ois 120 

Si’ awc\dccas cXOovO’, ottoitoi 

tt)v Albs avXyv claroixvcvtrcv, 

Sid rijv Xtav i^iXonjra Bporkn’. 
cjicv cj>cv, ti ttot’ a5 Kivddurpa kXvo) 
i reXas otiuviov; aldr/p S’ cXacf>pals 
wrcpvy iov pnrais vwocrvpL^ci. 
wav poi <f>a[]cpbv rb wpovtpwov. 


XO. pyScv <f>o/3r]6ys' cjnXla yap aSe t<x£is trrp. a. 

WTCpvytov Goal's dplXX ais 

wpo(rt/3a tovSc wdyov, irarpipas 130 

poyis waptiwovaa cfipcvas • 

Kpaiwvocjtopoi Sc p’ cwcpxpav avpai. 
ktvwov yap d^w x®Xv/Jos 8iy£cv avrpcav' 
pv\ov, ck S’ cwXy^c pov rav Bcpcpwwiv ai’Sw. 
avdyv S’ dwtSiXos ox<f wrcponip. 
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Ah, what sound, what fragrance floats to me 
unseen, is it of gods, or men, or both in one ? 

Is one come unto this rock, the uttermost of 
earth, to look upon my woes, or to what end ? 

Ye see me bound with chains, an ill-starred 
god, hated of Zeus, one that is grown hateful 120 
in the sight of all the gods, as many as enter 
into the courts of Zeus, through his exceeding 
love for man. Ah me, ah me, what is this 
rustling that I hear again hard by of birds of 
prey ? Air whispers with the beat of nimble 
wings. All that draws nigh is fraught with 
fear for me. 

Enter Chorus of Ocean Nymphs in a winged car. 

Cho. Fear nothing; for it is a friendly band that 

draws near to this rock with vying speed of 130 
wings, and hardly have we turned our father’s 
heart with prayer. Swift - wafting breezes 
brought me ; for the sound of the blow of iron 
passed through the depth of the cave and forth 
from me it drave my grave-faced shame. And 
I sped, unsandalled, in my winged car. 

33 
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IIP. alat, ala t. 

r!}s TruXvreKvov Tr/Ovos eKyova, 

tov rrepl Taurdv 6’ elXuraropevov 

X#ov’ d.KOLp.r)Tip pevpaTi rralSes 

rrarpbs ’Oxeavov, 14° 

Slpx6r/r\ ta-lSecrd’ oid) oariun 

npocnropirarbs rrjcrSc (jrdpayyos 

(TKorreXois ev aKpoi s 

<j>povpdv d^r/Xov 

XO. Xevar<ria, II popr/ Oev' <f>of3epb, S’ epolcrtv 

oatrots avT ' a> 

opl\Xa TTpoarj^e rrXr/pr/s 
SaKpvoiv crbv Sextos elatSovcrav 
rrtTpais irpoiravaivopevov 
raurS’ dSapavroSeroan Xv/uus. 
veoi yap olanovopoi spaTovir’ ’OXvprroV 
veoxpots Sc Sr/ vopots Aevs a OeTtas 150 

KpaTVVtl, 

ra rrplv Se rreXdpta vvv durrot. 

XIP, el ydp p’ v~S yrjv vepOev 0 AiSou 
tov veiepoSeypovos els anepavTOV 
Tdprapov fj*ev, 

Secrets aXvTots dyplots weXda-as, 
dts pr/Te Oebs pr/Te Tts aXXos 
r oJo-8’ (treyr/det. 
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Pro. Ah me, ah me! Offspring of Tethys, mother 
of many childien, and daughters of him that 
winds round all the earth in sleepless flow, 
father Okeanos, look, see the bonds in which 140 
fast nailed amid steep crags of this ravine I 
shall keep unenvied watch. 


Cho. I see, Prometheus, and a fearful mist, filled 
full of tears, rushes to mine eyes, when I 
behold thy body wasting on this rock in these 
harsh bonds of adamant. For new are the 
governors that rule Olympus; and with new 150 
made statutes too Zeus lawlessly holds sway 
and hides from sight the mighty ones of 
old. 


Pro. Would that he had sent me below the earth 
and beneath Hades, home of the dead, to 
boundless Tartaros, binding me fast with cruel 
chains that none may loose, so neither god 
nor any other had been glad in this. But now, 
alas, the sport of the air, I am become through 
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vvv S’ aidepiov Kivvyp’ 6 raXas 
1x6pok CT-t^apra Tveitovda, 

XO. tis wSe rXya-iKapSiOi g-rp. fi. 160 

0 €wv, 0T<j> rafi’ imxa-pTj ; 

Ti's ov £vm<rxaXp kokois 
Tcoitriy Si^a y € Aids ; 6 S' (rriKOTioi aei 
Oepevos ayvapmov vdov 
Sdpvarai Ovpaviav 

yevvav. ovSe ArjjMi, irplv dv rj Kopicrp neap, 

7 ] iraXdptp tlvl rdi' SvcraAiurov eXy tls dpxuy. 

IIP. rj pijv Hr’ epov, Katrrep Kparepak 
tv yvioweSais aiKifoptvov, 

Xpilav paKOLputv irpvravis, iyo 

Sel^ai t b veov /Sovkevp’, v<f>’ otov 
crKrjTTTpov Tipas r’ airocruXaTai. 

Kal p’ ovre /«AtyAiuircrois irtidov s 
cVaoioaia-u' Oz A£ei, urtpcds r' 
ovttot’ areiAas Trn/^as rod’ eyw 
KaTappvvmi, 

Tplv av «£ aypiiov 8 t<rpQv x a Xdo"Q 
Toivdt re riveiv 
rrjcrS’ aiVtas idekija-g. 

XO. <rt> /mv Opauvs rt Kai mnpak dvr. /8. 180 

Svauriy ovSev tm^Ays, 
dyav S’ IXcudtponTopt is. 
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my afflictions a cause of rejoicing to mine 
enemies. 

Cho. Who of the gods is there so hard of heart that 160 
thy vioca should give him joy ? Who is not 
wrath for thine ills' sake, save only Zeus ? But 
he, ever in sternness setting his mind so that it 
swerves not, tramples on the race of Ouranos. 

Nor will he cease ere that his heart be sated, 
or that by some device one seize his kingdom 
though it be hard to storm. 

Pro. Verily I say to you, for all that I am vexed 

by these strong fetters, the lord of the blessed 170 
gods shall yet have need of me to make known 
to him the new counsel, whereby he shall be 
reft of sceptre and of honours. And he shall 
not win me with the honey-tongued enchant¬ 
ments of persuasion, nor will I ever, dreading 
his harsh threats, reveal this to him, ere that he 
shall have loosed me from these cruel bonds 
and shall be willing to do penance for this 
shame. 

Cho. Bold art thou and yieldest nothing in thy bitter 180 
throes; thou art too free of tongue. 

My heart is stirred by piercing dread; and 
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epas Si iftpevas epedure Siaropos ^>o/3os - 
SeSia yap ap^ii crats rv^ais, 

7ra 7TOTf raJvSe iroi'toi' 

XP») cr« reppa KcXtrav r' icrtSelv • aKt^iyra yelp 
fjdea Kai Kcap dira.pdp.v6ov e^ei Kpoi/ov irats. 

IIP. o’S’ oti Tpa^vs k at trap’ eavr <o 
t5 Sikcuov e\wv • eptras, ota>, 
paXaKoyvdpm 

carat 7ro#', orav ravry paurOp • 

TTjv S’ drepapvov aropcaas opyr)v 
a’s apdpbv epol Kai ^tXoTryra 
inrevSiov arirevSovri trod’ r)£a. 

XO. trdir’ tKKaXv\pov Kai yeyiov' fjpiv Xoyof, 
irotip Xajiiov ire Zevs eir’ amapan 
ourws aTtpai s Kai iriKpi is atKtferai* 

SiSa£ov ppus, ei Tt pi) /JXairTj) Xoyip. 

IIP. dXyava peV pot xai Xcyetv eortv raSc, 
aXyos 81 aiyaf, iravra^rj Si SwjroTpa. 
tirei Taxurr’ fjpgavTO Satpovcs \dXov, 
oraats r’ If dXXrjXourtv wpodvvero, 
ol pev dtXov res lufiaXelv e8pa$ Kpovov, 

(us Zeus avaaaot Srjdev, ol Se rovpiraXiv 

189 Bothe, Ifeimsoeth and others, ri dlKCUOV txuv Zedt 4XX’ fpral 
dial, w. (di ha® ;<Ji corrected to dim). Brunch omits dial. 
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touching thy plight I am in fear, wondering 
where it is appointed thee one day to beach 
thy ship and see the end of these distresses: 
for the son of Kronos has a temper that may 
not be touched and a heart that is not to be 
moved by prayer. 

Pro. I know that Zeus is harsh and keepeth the 
way of justice to himself; but notwithstanding 
he shall methinks one day wax compassionate, 190 
when that he has been broken in this way; 
and laying his stubborn wrath shall one day 
enter into bonds of fellowship with me, hasten¬ 
ing towards my haste. 

Cho. Unveil and tell us all thy story, on what 
charge Zeus taking thee uses thee thus despite- 
fully with shame and bitterness; teach us, if 
thou art no way hindered in the telling. 

Pro. Painful it is to me even to speak of this, yet 200 
pain is to keep silence, and both ways are beset 
with ill. When first the gods waxed wrath 
and strife was stirred among them,—some fain 
to cast out Kronos from his throne, that Zeus 
might reign forsooth, some on the other end 
intent, that Zeus might never win the lordship 
of the gods, — then I, albeit giving counsel 
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<nrev8ovrei, u>s Zeus prjiror’ ap£titv 6ti uv 
evravO’ iyci ra Xcjkrra /3ovXev<ov Tr idtlv 
Ttravas, Ou/javou re xai X0ovbs re/tva, 
ovk r)8vvr)drjv • alpvX as 8e pt])^ava<s 
dripatTavrei Kaprepo is tfipovijpao-iv 
wovt’ dpo\&l irpbs /3tav re SeaTroa-eii'. 
e/xot Se prjmjp ov^ d~a£ povov Qepvs, 

Kai Tala, iroAXcuv ovopdrtav popcj>i] pCa, 
rb ptXXov jj Kpaivoiro irpovreOto-iriKti, 
a)S ov Kar’ tcr)(yv ov8t irpb$ rb Kaprepbv 
Xptirj, 86X<p 8e tovs vrrtptryovrai k partly, 
roiavr’ ipov Xoyouriv t^rjyox’ptvov 
ovk rj£C(Mrav ovSe irpoo-/3Xtipai rb irdv. 
Kparurra 8rj poi ruiv irapto-rdirtvv Tore 
t<f>a£ver’ etvau irpocrXafiovri prjrkpa 
«ko vd‘ tKovn Zrjvl arvp.irapao-ra.Ttiv. 
epais 8i f3ovXa is Taprapov peXapf3adrji 
KtvOpuiv KaXvirrti rbv rraXaiyevrj Kpovov 
avroto-i arvppd^oicn. ToiaS’ i£ ipov 
6 rutv OtCtv rvpavvos uxpcXrjptvos 
Ko.Ka.lo-i iroivals ra iarSe p’ e^ijptlxf/aro. 
tv ton yap Trios tovto t-q rvpavvlSi 
votrrjpa, rots <fi£Xoio-i p-t] ircrroiOtvai. 
o S’ oSy ipiiirar’, alriav ko. 0’ rjvnva 
atKt£tra( pe, rovro 8r) tratfvrfviZ. 
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to persuade the Titans for the best, children 
of Ouranos and Chthon, yet could not: but 
setting subtle wiles at nought in their stubborn 
hearts, they thought to reign without a struggle 210 
and by dint of force. To me not once alone 
my mother Themis, and Gaia, one form with 
many names, had foretold what was to come, 
how it should be fulfilled, that not through 
strength nor yet by might was it appointed, but 
by craft, that those who won the mastery 
should rule. Such thought', when I would set 
them forth in words, they thought not fit so 
much as to regard at all. Best then of all that 
lay before me then it seemed to be to win my 
mother to me and, with his good will and mine, 220 
to take my stand by Zeus. ’Tis through my 
counsels that the black, deep abyss of Tartaros 
veils aged Kronos and those that fought with 
him. Thus by me succoured the king of the 
gods requited me with these ill penalties. 
There is, I know not why, this malady inborn 
in kingly rule, the lack of trust in friends. 

But be that as it may, what ye ask, on what 
charge he uses me despitefuily, this will I 
clearly tell. 
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ottojs Taxttrra rbv irarpipov es Opoyov 230 

Kadifc t\ evOvs Salpocrtv vipet yipa. 

aXXourty aXXa, «ai butrTOi.\l^TO 

dpXW ' ftporwv Se twv TaXaiw&puv Xoyov 

ovk (<rxev ovSev’, aXX’ dtirrwtras yevos 

tS jrav e XPVC €V dXXo <f>iTV<rou viov. 

Kat Tolcrtv ovSeis dvTc[ 3 o.ive rrXrjv ipov ' 
eya> S’ ir 6 Xpr]<r’- i£cXv<rapi]v fipoTovs 
rb 1arj SiappaurOivTas (ts"Ai&ov poXelv. 

T<j! roi roiaicrSe irrjpovalcri xapirropai, 
irao-xti’V piv dXyeivaia-Lv, o’lKTpalcnv S’ tSeiv • 24O 
Oyrjrovs S’.ev oikt<j> irpoOepevos tovtov 
ovk r’^uoOrjv avros, aAAa vrjXews 
& 8 ’ ippvOp.urp.au, Zrjvl Svc naXtys Oea. 

XO. <rt8r]p6<f>p<iiv tc kok irirpas elpyatrpivos, 
oorts, JJpoprjOev, troicriv ou ^wao'yaAp 
poxOois' iyib yap ov r’ av elcnSeiv rdSe 
* XPvC ov i el<rt8ovtra r’ rjXyvvdriv K(ap. 

IIP. Kat jaijv <£i\ots tA.ett'bs e iaropav iyto. 

XO. /ut.17 srov rt irpov/ 3 r]s rtovSe Kat Trepairipw; 

IIP. OyrjTovs y’ eiravara pr) irpobipKearOai popov. 250 

360 */, wt. jtf has r\ Some MSS. Byrjrovt. Qvqroui ye Tavaas, 

Hermann. 
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As soon as he set himself upon his father’s *30 
throne, straightway he allots unto the gods 
their several honours, and fell to ordering his 
kingdom. But of long-suffering man he took 
no thought, but was minded to sweep the 
whole race from sight and to create anew 
another one. And these things none sought to 
withstand save me; but I took heart : I saved 
mankind that they went not dashed in pieces 
to the place of Hades. Wherefore, I tell you, 

I am bowed by these afflictions, painful to suffer 240 
and pitiful to see. In pity preferring mortals, 
yet was I not myself accounted worthy to find 
this, but ruthlessly am I thus strung to harmony, 
a sight of shame for Zeus. 

•Cho. Of iron heart and wrought of stone is he who¬ 
so, Prometheus, feels not indignation at thy 
hardships; for me I should have chosen not to 
look upon this thing at all, but looking I am 
pained at heart. 

Pro. For friends, ’tis true, I am a piteous thing to see. 

Cho. Didst thou perchance go further still than this? 

Pro. Aye, I stayed mortals from looking forward 250 
to their doom. 
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XO. tcJ itoiov evputv rrj<rSe <fta.pp.aK ov votrov ; 

IIP. Tvtftkat iv avroU IkirtSas KaT<j)Ki<ra. 

XO. pey’ uxftekrjpa tout’ (Supr/vut fipOToh. 

IIP. Jrpbs rolarSe pevTOt irvp lyto <r<ftiv tuiratra. 

XO. xat vuv <ft\oy<Dirbv irvp <x ovar ’ e ’ < Ww n » 

IIP. dd>' ou ye iroAAas <Kpadrj<rovrat re^vas. 

XO. rocourSe Sy ere Zeus €7r’ alnapacriv — 

IIP. aiKi{«Tat T€ KOvSaprj x<*Ap KaK ‘“ v ' 

XO. ou8’ €trrtv u/Jkov reppa trot irpOKtipevov ; 

IIP. ouk aAAo y’ ouSer, TrXrjv orav xeivy 8oiq/. 

XO. 8o£et Se ttw; Tis ikm's; ovx op &s ° Tl 
ypapres ; tos 8’ ijpipres, our’ e/tot Aeyeiv 
KaO* rjSovrpf, trot r 1 aAyos. aAAa rauTa p<v 
pedwptv , adkov 8 ’ enkwiv (yru Tiva. 


IIP. ekaiftpov, oorts TrypaTiav e£w 7 ro 8 a 

<X €L t irapatvtlr vovOtTtlv Tt rbv kokids 
it paxrarovr 1 * tyto 8e rav^ 1 airavr’ yTTVJT<ipy]V. 
iKitv (Kutv ypapTov, ovk dpv7j<ropa <' 
dvqrots aprqyutv avrSs r\vp6pt)V nwovs. 
ou /jLrJt/ rt ffotvot? y’ ifop-qv Totauri pt 
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Cho. Finding what remedy for this disease? 

Pro. I set blind hopes to dwell among them. 

Cho. A great boon this that thou gavest men. 

Pro. Yet more than this, I gave them fire. 

Cho. What, and now have they flaming fire, the 
creatures of a day ? 

Pro. Aye, whence they shall master many arts. 

Cho. Is it on such a charge that Zeus— 

Pro. Uses me despitefully, and in no wise gives me 
respite from my ills. 

Cho. And is there no end appointed of thy trouble ? 

Pro. No, none other is there, save when it seems 260 
good to him. 

Cho. But how shall it seem good ? What hope is 
there ? Dost thou not see that thou didst err ? 

How thou didst err not only is not sweet 
for me to tell, but for thee is pain. But let us 
pass this by, and of thy trouble seek thou some 
release. 

Pro. Easy it is for him that keeps his foot out of the 
way of affliction to counsel and admonish him 
that fares ill; I knew all this. Of mine own 
will, unbidden, I erred. I will not deny it. 
Helping mortals I got troubles for myself. 270 
Ah, but I did not think that I should waste 
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KaTLcr^vaveurdai irpbs irerpaus TreSaptriois, 
tvxovt' tprjpov tovS’ ayciTovos Trdyov. 
teal pot to. pev irapovra p 7) SvpecrO’ axt* 

7reSoi 8 c /Jacrai ras irpo<repTrov<ras tv\o.s 
d.Kovcra. 0 ’, (is pdOrjre Sea tcXovs rb jrav. 

TriOecrdc poL, Tridecrde, <rtt/t 7 rov 7 )<raTC 
T(j> vvv poyovv Tt. ravra rot irXo.vtopkvr) 
irpb'S aXXor’ aXXov Trijpovrj irpocn^avu. 

XO. ovk a/covcrats «re#(ov£as 

toCto, npo/xrj^ev • 280 

(cai vCv l\a(f>p<p iroSt Kpa.mvotrvTOV 
0S.KOV ir(ooXnrouor’ aiOepa O' ayvbv 
1 ropov oltovtov, oKpiotucng 
yOovl tj/8c TrcXdj ■ rovs (tovs Sc irovous 
XPy(o> Sta 7 ravTos axovcrai. 


I2K. rjKOi 8oki\rj s Ttpjia KeXevOov 

Stapeaj/dpevoi irpos <re, IlpopujOcv, 

rbv TTTipvyu>Krj tovS' oltavbv 

yvutpy trropiuiv arep eiOvv<av. 

rats <rats Sc robots, urOt, arvvaXyS • *90 


tclC/tcl TO if Hermann, ravra rot, Mm. 
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away with penalties like these on lofty crags, 
this lone, unneighboured rock my portion. So 
grieve not for my present woes : but lighting 
on the ground, hear the lot that now draws on, 
that ye may learn the whole throughout. Give 
ear to me, give ear, feel for him that is now in 
distress. Affliction in her wandering course 
alights now here, now there, on all alike. 

Cho. To no unwilling ears thou givest this call, 280 
Prometheus. And now with nimble foot 
leaving my swift-sped car and the pure air, 
the path of birds, I will draw near unto this 
rugged land. I long to hear the story of thy 
woes from end to end. 

\_The nymphs leave their car. 

Enter Okeanos on a -winged steed. 

Ok. I am come to thee reaching my long way’s end, 
Prometheus, guiding this swift-winged bird 
without bit by my will. On thy plight I have 290 
pity, be sure. Kinship, I trow, constrains me 
thus, but, ties of kin apart, there is none to 
whom I would give greater measure than to 
thee. And thou shalt know this for the truth, 
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to re yap pe, 8oku>, £«yyeves otJTtos 
eo-avayKafet, 

Xtupts re yivovi ovk e<rnv &r<p 
pelfava pot par veipaip’ rj trot. 
yvoxry 8e ra8’ (is trap.’, ovSe pdrrjv 
\apLroyX<ixrarttv evt pot • <j>epe yap, 

<rrjpaiv’ o ti XPV <roi (rvprrpda-crtiv • 
oij yap ttot’ epel s (is ’fixeavou 
<jri A.OS etrrt /3e/3a(OTepos (rot. 

IIP. ea, Tt Xf’Vl la > Kai $r] 7rovoiv epwv 3 00 

rjKets iiroTTTrjS ; irws eroAp^tras, Xararv 
tiru>vvpov re pevpa /cat irerprjpe<j>rj 
avroKTLT avrpa, rrjv <re8r]poprjropa 
eXOetu es aiar; ^ 0 ea>pij(r(ov T^xas 
epas d</>t£ai Kat £tiva(rxaA< 3 v kokois ; 

SepKov Oeapa, r6v8c rbv At&s (frCXov, 
rbv £vyKararrrrjcravra rrjv rvpavvtSa, 
otats ttar’ avrov wr/povalm Kapirropai. 

OK. opw, IIpopi}#e{J, Kat jrapatveerat ye (rot 

#eAa> ra Xipcrra xaiirep ovrt iroiKi'Ay. 310 

yLyvuHTKC ffovrov, Kat peddpporrai rpmrovs 
veovs' reos yap Kat Toparvos ev deal's, 
ti 8’ ( 58 e rpanel's Kat re&jypevovs Aoyovs 
blrj/tvs, Tax’ av (Ton Kat paiepav avarrepta 
4 ® 
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nor is it in me idly to speak fair words. Come 
then, show me wherein I must help thee; for 
thou shalt never say that friend of thine is 
stauncher than Okeanos. 


Pro. How now, what thing is this ? What, art 300 
•thou then come to look upon my troubles? 
How didst thou take heart to leave the stream 
that bears thy name and the self-wrought caves, 
rock-vaulted, and come unto this iron-bearing 
land ? Hast thou really come to look upon 
my plight and to join in indignation at my ills ? 
Behold a sight, me the friend of Zeus, that 
helped to stablish his kingdom, with what 
manner of afflictions of his sending I am bowed. 

Ok. I see, Prometheus, aye, and am minded to 

counsel thee for the best, for all thy subtlety. 310 
Learn to know thyself and refashion thy ways 
anew, for new also is the tyrant of the gods. 

And if thus thou wilt vent harsh and whetted 
words, haply for all that he be sitting far above, 
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OaKiov kXvos Zeds, <3crre crot t&v vvv oxXov 
irapovra po\0u>v rraiStav «vas Soxesv. 
aXX’, 5 raXaiVcop’, 5s «X ets dpyd'S a<£es, 
frjra 8c tojv8« TrrjpaTiav djraXXayds. 
apyal’ "crus <roi <j>alvopai Xeyav raSe ' 

TosavTa jitvroi rrjs ayav itpr/yopov 320 

•yXuo-OTjs, TLpopyOev, rdjrs'xespa yeyverat. 

(rv 8’ ovSeTrw Tajreivos, ov8’ c'kcis kokois, 

7 rpbs toss irapovori S’ aXXa 7 rpo<rXa/ 3 eiv #eXess. 
ovkovv epol ye ypu>p.evos 8 s 8 a<ri«£X<p 
TT/obs Ktvrpa kwXov e/crevess, opwv ort 
rpaxvs povapxos °v 8 ’ v;rev#vvos k par el. 

Kal vvv eyed pev eipi Kal irespacropai 
cav Svvwpas ruivSe cr’ e’lcXvcras 7 rovaiv, 

<rv 8’ rjo-vyafc, pijS’ ayav Xa^Spoerropei. 

^ ovk oltrO’, dxpifiCis aiv irepeercr6<f>po)v, ots 330 
yXidffcrjj paraip frjpsa it pocrrpifierae ; 

1 IP, fijX<3 cr’, otfovvex’ €kt 8 s asrsas xvpess, 

7rdvTcov peraeryliv Kal TtToXprjKois epos. 

«at vvv eacrov, pijSe cros peXijcraTai • 
rravTcvs yap ov rreicress vsv ov yap evmOrjs. 
irdirraive S’ avrbs prj rs vr/pavdy's oSip. 

fl^Xov, ^oederlein. ^f r * 

50 


815 




Prometheus Bound W* 


Zeus will hear thee, so that thy present crowd 
of hardships shall seem to thee but child’s play. 
Rather, poor wretch, put from thee the wrath 
that thou dost cherish and seek release from 
these afflictions. Time-worn it may be thou 
thinkest the words I say; Yet such things, 3*0 
Prometheus, come to be the wages of a tongue 
that speaks too proudly. But thou art not yet 
humbled, nor yieldest to thine ills, but wouldst 
heap others upon those thou hast. Yet thou 
wilt not, if thou wilt be schooled by me, thrust 
out thy leg against the pricks, seeing that he 
who rules is a harsh king, one alone, rendering 
account to none. So I will go now and try if 
haply I am able to loose thee from these pains. 

And be thou still, neither be overbold of tongue. 
Knowest thou not well, seeing thou art exceeding 330 
wise, that chastisement befalls an idle tongue ? 

Pro. I count thee happy in that thou standest free 
of blame, though thou didst dare all and share 
in all with me. And now let be, let it not 
trouble thee; for in nowise wilt thou persuade 
him; for he is not easy of persuasion. But 
look thou warily, lest thou too by thy going 
meet with some evil hap. 
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iiK. 7roXX.u) y’ aptivtov tous jrtXas <f>pevovv i<f>v s 
fj cavrov • epyu kou Xdym rtKpaipopat. 
oppwptvov fit pjjfiaptos dvritnrdcrjjs' 
av\£j yap, av\Cj rrjvSe fiwptav tpol 34O 

fiuio’fiv At’, wore raivSe <r’ ctAvirat irova>v. 

IIP. ra ptv <r’ tiratvA, KovSapij \rj£w iroTt' 
irpodvplo.'i yap oufitv tXXturtis ‘ drap 
pijfi tv irfivti • pdr»jv yap, oufitv <o<£t X<3v 
tpot, irovijatts, ft ri Kai irovtlv (JtXtts. 
dXX’ rjoTj^aft, crairrfiv tiarofiAv t)((uv • 
tyu yap ovk ti Swru^u, rofifi’ tivexa 
tftXotp’ dv As TrktLtTTOLcji irypovdi rv^tiv. 
ov Sijr’, t 7 rtt pt xai xacriyvijTOu rvxat 
Tttpow’ “ArXavTos, os irpfis tcrirtpous Tu7rous 350 
t<rTi)Kt kiov’ ovpavov rt Kat 
(Spots tptifituv, a^dos otjv evayKttXov. 
r&v yyytvyj rt KiXckiiov olxyropa 
avrp<ov ifiAv tpKrcipa, fiaiov rtpas, 
tfcaToyKapavov irpfis jStav \eipovpevov 
t Tv^vova Oovpov, iriunv os dvrttm} fleois, 
trpepfivato-t yap^rtjXaicrt avpl^mv <f>6f3ov 
t£ opparojv 8’ ijjtrTparrTf yopyuwrfiv o-fXas, 

858 Traci 8’, Minckwitz, followed by Sidgwick. iraaiv 3s iv^arrj, 
Wecklein. Tract*' dKrArrty, Sikes and Willson. 
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Ok. Far better, truly, art thou fitted to counsel thy 
neighbour than thyself 5 from deeds and not 
from words I judge. Yet hold me not back 
that am upon my way, for I am very sure 340 
that Zeus will give me this gift, to loose thee 
from thy pains. 

Pro. For this I thank thee, and will never cease: 
for in good will thou art nothing wanting ; yet 
labour not; for fruitless, nothing availing, will 
be thy labour, if in truth thou art bent on 
labour. Only be still, keeping thyself out of 
harm’s way ; for I, though I be ill-fated, would 
not for this sake that afflictions should fall upon 
as many as it might. Not so, since even 350 
Atlas’ plight, my brother, distresses me, who 
to the westward stands, upon his shoulders bear¬ 
ing up the pillar of Heaven and Earth, no easy 
burden for his arms. And him, earth-born, 
that dwells within Kilikian caves, seeing, I 
pitied; dread monster, raging Typhon, of an 
hundred heads, by might laid low, that with¬ 
stood all the gods, from his grim jaws hissing 
forth terror; and from his eyes he flashed a 
fierce-eyed flame, as he would sack by force 
the kingdom of Zeus. 
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ws rr/v Albs TvpavvlS’ inirepo-iov (3 la • 

aAA’ JjXdcv avrip Zijvbs aypvirvov f3eXo<s, 360 

KaTaifidrrjS Kepawhs cki rvctov <j)X6ya 1 

os avrbv c£eirXi)£e rwv vxf/rjyopiav 

KopTravpdro>v • cfipe va$ yap cl s auras tote is 

c<f>cif/a\u>9ii Ka£cf3povTTr}8i) crdcvo s' 

Kai vCv axpclov Kal 1 ro.p 6 .opov Sepias 
Kcirai (TTcvwirov irXrjorlov daXairtrlov 
lirovpcvos pl^auriv AiVvaiais viro • 

KOpvcj>als S’ ty axpais r/pcvo s pvSpoKTvirci 

"H'jbaio'ros, ev9cv CKpay-qo-ovral itotc 

irorapol irvpbs Sairrovres aypiais yva^ois 370 

T?Js KaXXiKapirov ^iKcXlas Xcvpov s yvas‘ 

to iouSe Tt'</>ws e^avo.(liTU ^oAov 

9epp.rjs dirX-qo-rov f3eXe<ri irvpirvoov £aXi]S, 

Kalircp Kcpavvip Zrjrbs r)v 8 paK 0 >pcvo<s. 
crv S’ ovk aireipos, ov S’ cpov ScSacrKdXov 
XPlKw ' 0 ‘tavrbi' (nof’ ojtios cirl<TTa<rat • 
eyw Se Trjv irapovo-av avrXijo'ti) Tv\pv, 

1<tt’ av Albs <fip6vi)p.a. Xwfa'jo-Q \6Xov. 

OK. OUKOW, n^O/irjfilC, TOVTO yiyVlUOTCSlS, OTl 

opyrjs voorrrvarrji c’urlv larpol Aoyoi; 380 

IIP. tail tis Kaipy yc paXOacro-Q Kcap, 

Kal prj u-<{>ptylj)VTo. Ovpbv Icrxyatvg (3If.. 
m SeppoU, «*■ dlrXdrou, Schdti. 
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But there came upon him a sleepless shaft of 360 
Zeus, a thunderbolt downfalling, breathing forth 
fire, that smote him from his proud-tongued 
boasting; for struck to the very heart he 
became as ashes and was blasted of his might. 

And now unprofitable and stretched at length 
his body lies hard by the narrows of the sea, 
weighed down beneath the roots of iEtna. But 
sitting amid the topmost peaks Hephaistos forges 
a molten mass whence will burst forth one day 
rivers of fire, preying with savage jaws on the 370 
smooth lands of fair-fruited Sicily. So shall 
Typho make his wrath seethe up, with shafts 
of hot fire-breathing spray, insatiable, for all 
that he was burnt to ashes by the thunderbolt 
of Zeus. But thou art not witless nor hast 
need of me to teach thee. Save thyself, as 
thou knowest how, and I will bear to the end 
my present lot until the heart of Zeus shall rest 
from anger. 

Ok. Dost thou then not know this, Prometheus, that 

words are the physicians of a disordered temper ? 380 

Pro. Aye, if in season one soften the heart, nor with 
force keep down the swelling wrath. 

ss 
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OK. tv r<i> TrpoOvpucrdai Sc Kal ToXpav rtva 
opys tvovorav iflptav ; SlSatrKt fit. 

IIP. poxOov irepi<T(rbv KOv<j>6vovv t’ tvrjdtav. 

OK. ta pt TrjSt rrj votro) vocrcti', eirtl 

KtpSuTTov eS (f>povovvra pr/ Sokuv <j>povtiv. 

IIP. ipbv So/ojtxtt rd.pirX6.Krjp’ tivat toSc. 

OK. <ra<t><i)S p’ cs oikov a-Ss Xoyos trrtXXtt iraXiv. 

IIP. prj yap <rc 9prjvo<i ovpb s cts i\6pav fiaXp. 390 

OK. IJ r<j> veov OaKOvvn irayKpartU tSpas; 

IIP. tovtov (fivXdcro'ov prj iror’ d\0t(rdf Ktap. 

OK. fj erf/, Upoprjdtv, £vp<t>opa StSacrKaXoi. 

IIP. (TTtXXov, Kopifov, <rto£e rbv irapovra vovv. 

OK. Qpptoptvta pot rovS’ idtbv£a<s Xoyov • 

Xtvpbv yap otpov aWtpos ypatptt irrtpot? 
rtrpatTKtXfji olu>v6s‘ aa-ptvo s St rdv 
trradpois iv otKtiouj-t Kaptptitv yovv. 

XO. crTcvat crc ras oiXoptvas Tildas, UpoprjOtv' arrp. a. 
SaKpvorurraKTov air’ ocrtriuv 400 

400 Heath and others. SaKpvcrltTTaieTov S\ Mm. SaKpualaraKTa S’, 

Minckwitz. 
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Ok. In forethought and daring what penalty seeat 
thou lurking? Teach me. 

Pro. Over-much trouble and fond thoughtlessness. 

Ok. Let me be sick of this sickness, since it profits 
most when one is wise-hearted to be thought 
unwise. 

Pro. This error will seem mine. 

Ok. Plainly thy speech sends me back home. 

Pro. Aye, for it maybe thy lamentation over me 390 
will bring thee into enmity. 

Ok. With him that newly sits on his almighty throne? 

Pro. Beware of him lest one day he be vexed at 
heart. 

Ok. Thine own ill-luck, Prometheus, is my teacher. 

Pro. Away, take thyself off, keep to thy present 
mind. 

Ok. Thou tarrest me on that already am upon my 
way : for my four-footed bird chafes with his 
wings the smooth path of air and right gladly 
doubtless will he bend the knee in his own stall. 

[Exit Okeanos. 

Cho. I make lament for thy deathly plight, Pro¬ 
metheus; shedding from mine eyes a tender 400 
stream of falling tears, with wet founts I bedew 
my cheek. For thus unenviably does Zeus 
57 
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paStvbv Xei/3opeva peos inxpeiav 
votiois erey£a jrayais. 
dpeyapra yap raSe Zeus 
iStots v6ixois Kparvvtov 
{nrtp-jcfxavov deois rots 
irdpos ivSeiKvvcrxv alxpdtv. 

Trpoiratra S’ rjorj errovaev XeXaKe X“/ ,a ' avr. a. 
peyaXotrxqpovd r’ dpy^ai- 
oirpeirr) . . , trrevovtri rav aw 
o~vvopaipov<ov re repay, 
ottoctoi t’ eTTOLKov ayvas 
’Acrui? ?Sos vepovrai 
peyaXoo-rovouri trots Trip- 
patri trvyKapvovtre Ovaroi. 

KoX^iSos re yas Hvoikoi 

irapdevoi, pa^as arpecrroi, 

Kal ^KvOrjS SpiXo s 01 yas 
eo-xarov t&itov ap<f>l Mai- 
tonv exovtri Xlpvav ' 

’Apaf3ias t’ apeiov avdos 
vxpiKp-qpvov ol TTokurpa 
Kau kcutov TreXas vepovrat, 

fiaStvbv, m. jtaSiv&v, M. 

No certain emendation has been suggested for this lacuna 
A plas, Martin, followed by many. 
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hold sway with laws of his own making and 
shows to the ancient gods an overweening 
rule. 

Even now the whole land utters a cry of 
lamentation and men lament thine honour, 
magnificent, time-honoured, thine and thy 410 
kinsmen’s. And mortals, all they that dwell 
in stablished homes of sacred Asia, over thy 
lamentable sufferings wax compassionate: And 
they that dwell in Kolchis’ land, maidens un- 
conquered in fight, and Skythia’s hordes that 
inhabit Earth’s uttermost part, around Maiotis’ 
lake; 

And Arabia’s warlike flower, they that hold 420 
a citadel set upon a high rock, hard by 
Kaukasos, an hostile host, raging with sharp- 
pointed spears. 

One other Titan god alone I saw aforetime 
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Sai'os CTT/oaros, d^trar/xj)- 
pouri fipepm iv ai^paU. 

f povov Si irpixrOev dkkov ev irovois trrp. y. 

Sapevr’ aKapavroSerois 
Tirava kvpais eimSopav Oeov 
"ArkavO’ (is a iiv virepoyov erdevos 
Kpa.Ta.ibv ovpdveov re irokov 
vtorois viroerrevafa. 430 

flop Si Trovrios kXvSwv avr. y. 

£vp7riTV(uv, (Trivet. /3v6os , 

KeXatvbs "Ai'Sos mofipepei pv\b$ yas, 
irayai 6' ayvopvrtov woraptov 
(TTfVowiv aXyos oiKrpov. 

IIP. pi] to 1 \\iSy So KCtre pt]S’ av&aStp 
myav pe ' trwvosp Si Sdirropm Keap, 


*55 t c (» ) This cannot be construed. 

The following is the reading suggested by Sikes and Willson and rendered 
in the translation:— 

pijvov M] vpbcBev dXXoa iv t6vois 
ca.iJ.hr' dfia/jayrodcrois 

Tirava, Xdjuats elaMpar 6ebv, 

"Arkavroi di iv inrelpoxov adhot uparalov, 

flr oupdyioy r6\ov 

vdnoit artyivv i/irotrrei'dfei. 

iSaparroSerou, Stanley and one MS. "ArXawos, Hermann. < St>, 
re omitted after oipdviov, Sikes and Willson. < crrdy uv>, Wecklein. 
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in pain, laid low in cruel bonds of adamant, the 
mighty Atlas, ever surpassing strong, who holds 
upon his back the vault of Heaven and makes 
lament the while. 430 

And the sea surge roars, falling in harmony; 
the deep laments, and the dark abysm of Hades 
mutters below, and the springs of pure-flowing 
rivers make lamentation over thy pitiable 
pain. 

Pro. Think not I pray you that of pride and 
stubbornness I hold my peace; but in deep 
thought I am consumed at heart, seeing myself 
thus trampled under foot. And yet to these 
new gods what other than I from first to last 
meted out their honours ? But of this I hold 44O 
my peace; for I should but speak to you that 
know. But hear the sufferings of men, how 
I made them that were before as children, 

thoughtful and possessed of wit. And I shall 
E <« 
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op<ov ipavrbv 3 > 8 e TrpovtrtXovpcvov. 

Kairoi Otoltri rots I'cois tovtois ytpa. 

Tts aXXos rj ’yd) jravreAcSs Sttopicrev • 440 

aXX’ aura crtya)' xat yap tiSvCaiaiv av 
vp.iv Xtyoipi. rdv flpoToZs Se Try para. 
aKovcraO’, d>s (r<f>ds vrjvrwvi ovras tS irplv 
tvvovs f&r/xa xal <f>ptv<ov iin]/36Xovs. 

Xt£<o Sc, ptpxpiv ovriv' avdp<!>iroi'i t^cov, 
dXX’ <5v StSuix’ tvvoiav f£rjyovpevos' 
of TrpioTa pev f3Xeirovrts ifiXtirov parr/v. 

KXvovrti ovk rjxovov dXX’ ovtipartov 

aXiyxioi pop4>ai<ri rbv pax pa v [3iov 

e<f>vpov tlxfj irdvra, xovre irXivOvcfau s 450 

Sopov s irpocrtiXov s ycrav, ov guXovpyiav • 

KOTtupvx«s S’ tvaiov, dStrr’ d-qcrvpoi 

pvpprjKts, dvrpajv tv patois dvrjXiois. 

■Pjv S’ oi’Sev avTots ovrc yplpaTO-s rtxpap. 

ovt’ dv&tpuiSovs fjpos, ovrt Kapirlpov 

dtpovs f3t/3ai.ov, aXX’ drtp yvtoprjs rb irav 

tirpao-arov, tarn Sq crc/uv avroA.as eyd> 

atrrpbiv i8ti£a rag re SvcrxpiTov; Svcrets. 

xat apidpov, t£o)(ov o-o<f>i<rpd.T(ov, 

egrjvpov adrrots, ypappdrmv Tt (TvvOdrets, 460 

pvqprjv ajravT&>v, povcroprjrop’ tpydviqv • 

Ka£ev£a TTputTOS iv fuyotcri KvdiSaAa 
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speak, bearing no grudge toward men, but 
setting forth the kindly purport of the things I 
gave ; who erst though looking looked in vain, 
and listening heard not; but like dream-shapes 
through the long years confounded all things 
heedlessly; and neither knew they houses 450 
built of brick that look toward the sun, nor the 
craft of carpentry; but dwelt beneath the 
ground, like emmets light as air, in sunless 
depths of caves. And sign of winter with 
them there was none, nor yet of flowery spring 
nor fruitful summer, that was sure, but without 
judgment they did all things until the day I 
showed them risings of stars and their settings 
hard to be discovered. And numbering too, 
chief among cunning arts, did I devise for them, 460 
and putting of letters together, remembrancer 
of all things, the skilled in craft, the muses’ 
mother. And I first yoked beneath the yoke 
beasts to be obedient to the collar and the 
pack-saddle, that they might come to ease men 
of their greatest toils; and I brought beneath 

»j 
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fcvyXaicn SovXevovra traypacriv O’, Sir cos 
6v ijTots peyurrmv SiaSoxoi poxOr/panov 
yevoiv#’ • v<f>’ ap/m r’ r/yayou rfnXriviovs 
nrirovs, ayaXpa t?Js vire/MrAovrov xAt 8 ?}s. 
#aAaa-o-07rAayKTa 8 * ovtis aAAos avx* ipov 
Xtvoirrep’ rjvpe vavriAwv <>XQI laTa - 
TOtavra pri^avr'ipar’ egcvpaiv raAas 
fipOTOuriv, avrds ovk e^oj iruifmrji’ oT(p 470 

T^s vvv irapowrrjs mjpovijs airaXXayS. 

7TC170 v On s' atxts 7rijp.’ * airotrtJ^aAfis (fipcviov 
irAavp, KtxKov S’ Larpbs <os Tts, es voorov 
7recr(ov ddvpeU, /cat o-eavr&v ovk ex fls 
cvpeiv otto lots (frappaKOis Ida-epos. 

IIP. Ta Xoiira /tov kAvovovi Oavpacrii irXeov, 
oias T€Xvas Tf xal iropovs iprjo-dprjv. 
rb pev ptyurrov, ft tis tv voo-ov jretrot, 
ovk v aXe^rpi’ ovSev, ovre [ipdxripov, 
oil XpitTTW, ovre merrov ■ dXXa ^appuKiov 480 
XP t ' i( X KOTfVKf AAoVTO, TTpLV y’ iyd) (TtflOrLV 
e8ei£a Kpaareis ijirtW dK&pdrwv, 
afs ras aira(ra$ i£apvvovrai votrovs. 
rpoirovs re iroAAovs puxvrLKrjs ttrrotxtcra, 

KtiKpiva irpioTOi f£ dveipdraiv a yp-q 

ldypa.au>, P»aw. aiipaair, tf. 
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the chariot horses that they brooked the rein, 
the pride of their luxurious wealth. And 
none other than I devised sea-faring ships 
for sailors, canvas winged. These are the 
arts that I, alas, devised for men, yet have not 470 
myself a wile by which I may be quit of this 
my present trouble. 


Cho. Unmeet thy suffering; reft of thy wits 
thou goest astray; and, like a bad physician, 
falling sick, thou losest heart, and for thyself 
thou canst not find the drugs wherewith thou 
mayst be healed. 

Pro. When thou hast heard me to the end thou wilt 
wonder more at the arts and means that I 
devised. The greatest this, if any man fell 
sick, help there was none, either in food, or 
ointment, or in drink ; but for want of remedies 480 
they wasted all away until, that is, I showed 
them mixtures of mild simples, wherewith they 
ward off all diseases. And many were the 
ways of prophecy I ordered, and I first sifted 
from night-fantasies those which are appointed 
to become a waking truth, and omens from 
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virap ycvetrOat, KkySovas re SvtrKplrovi 
eyviipur' avrols ' ivoSiovs re <rvp/36kovs 
yaptpbivvybyv re irrrjtrtv olaviov tTKeOpHs 
Sitopicr’, omves Te 8e£toi (j>v<riv, 
eiuvvpovs re, xai Slairav yvnva. 
e^oixr’ eccaaroi, «al n-pbs akkrjkovs rives 
iydpa-t- Te k<u rrrfpyyOpa. ko. 1 gvveSpiat.- 
inrXdyxyiDV re Xetonjra, kgu ypoidv riva 
exovr av eoj Saipowiv TrpcJs rjSovyv, 

XoXrjs \o/3ov re TroiKikyY tvpop<f>iav. 
xvicry Te «<3Xa ^vyxakvnrd teat paxpdv 
d<r<j>vv Trvpuxras Svarixpaprov els rtxvyv 
(58cotra 0vr)Tov$' xal <f>\oyv)ird try par a 
f^oippdnxra irpoo-dev ovr’ ewapyepa. 
roiavra p tv Sy ravr ’' eve pdf St x^ovls 
KtKpvpptv’ dvdptiirota-iv dxjxkypara, 
XoAkov, (rlSypov, apyvpov, xpvcrov re, ns 
<t>rprfifv Slv irapoidfv f£tvpeiv fpov ; 
ouSels, (raft 3iSa, /ijj pdryv <j>kvcrai OeXtav. 
f3paX*i Si pvO<p irdvra (rvkkyfidyv pddf, 
iraxrai Texvat [jfiOTOiaiv Ik Tlpopydt<as, 
XO. w fiporovs piv <L<f>fkci Kaipov vipa, 

travrov S’ dicrjSei Sikttvxoui'tos - els iyia 
66 
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sounds hard of understanding did I make 
known to them; and nicely determined both 
signs from meeting by the way and the flight of 
lonely birds of crooked talons, which were of 
lucky kind, and those of evil omen, and what 490 
way of life each had, what divers enmities one 
with another, what friendships, what foregather¬ 
ings ; and the smoothness of the entrails, and 
having what colour they would be pleasing 
to the gods, the lucky streakiness of gall and 
liver. And burning the limbs wrapped about 
in fat and the long chine I set men in the way 
of an art whose signs are hard to read ; and to 
signs of flames I opened their eyes, that before 
were dim. So much for this; and below 500 
the earth blessings hidden from mankind, 
bronze, iron, silver, gold, who shall say he 
found them before me ? None, I know well, 
who would not wish to make an idle boast. 

In one short word learn all at once, man’s every 
art comes from Prometheus. 

Cho. Now do not, while thou helpest men more 
than is meet, be heedless of thyself in thine ill 

*7 
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eveAm's eipt TuvSe cr’ Ik SetrpeSv in 

Xvdkvra prjSiv peiov itryytrtiv Aids. 510 

IIP, ov Tavra ravTy polpa irto nXetrejxopo^ 

Kpavai rriirpwTaf pvpiais Se mjfiovais 
Svais Tt Kap.<f>9tls, (T>de Seerpa. cfxvyydvui. 
ri\vr] S’ avdyicijs dtrOtvarTcpa paieptp. 

XO. tis ovv avdyxr]<s etrnv olaKotTTpotjtos ; 

IIP. M oipat Tptpopefjot pvrjpovis T 'Epivves. 

XO. Tovriav apa Zeds ecrnv duOxviuTtpos ; 

IIP. ovkovv av (Kifivyoi yt ttjv TrtTrpwpivrfv. 

XO. Tt yap TreirpwTat Zr/vt, vXrjV <iei Kpareiv; 

IIP. tovt’ ovk av CKTrvOoio, p-qSe Xtirapei. 5 20 

XO. 7T0V Tt (T(jXVOV eOTIV 0 ^vvo.pirtyxi'i. 

IIP. aAAou A oyov /icpvr)<r 6 f, TovSe S’ ovSapSs 
Katpbs yxyeo veiv, dAAa <rvy KaXwTtoi 
ocrov paXurra' TovSe yap <rw£<ov iylo 
Sea pays aeixels «ai 8das (K<f>vyydvw. 

XO. ptrjSdp’ 6 rrdvra vipiov 

**> One MS. J Others four 1 otn(r Av ritfoto. 
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plight: for I am of good hope that thou shalt 
yet be loosed from this bondage, and shalt be 
no whit less strong than Zeus. 510 

Pro. Not in this way has Fate, working to an end, 
appointed yet to bring these things to pass; 
but bowed by countless sufferings and throes, 
thus am I to escape from bondage. Craft is 
far weaker than necessity. 

Cho. Who then is the helmsman of necessity i 

Pro. The triple Fates and the heedful Erinyes. 

Cho. Is Zeus less strong than these ? 

Pro. Ay, he shall surely not escape what is 
appointed. 

Cho. Yet what is appointed Zeus, save to hold sway 
for ever ? 

Pro. Thoucanst not learn this, neither importune me. 520 

Cho. Surely it is some solemn thing that thou dost 
veil. 

Pro. Bethink thee of some other tale, for the time is 
nowise come to speak of this one; rather it must 
be wrapped about as closely as may be, for it 
is by holding this safeguarded that I shall 
escape unseemly bonds and throes. 

Cho. May Zeus that orders every lot never set his 

might athwart my will, nor may I be slow to 530 
69 
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6e It’ t’/xjt yviapq. Kparos 

avriiraXov Zevs, 

pr]8’ iX.ivvcrai.fiu ffeovf ocriais 

Oolvavs iroriVLarcropeva 

13ov<f>ovoi<s, Trap’ ’ibceavov Trarpbs a- 

crfieurov tropov, 

pr]8’ dXiToipt Xoyovs- 

aXXd pot roS’ ippevoi 

Kal prjiroT’ CKTaKclrj. 
a8v ri OapcraXeais 
rbv paKphv relveiv filov 
eXtricri, <f>avais 

6vpbv aXSaivovcrav iv evtfipoirvvati. 
(ftpCcriru) 8e ere SepKopeva 
pvpiovi poxOois SiaKvaiopevov • 

Zfjva yap ov rpopeatv 
ISip yvuiprf. crefirf 
Ovarov s ayav, UpoprfOev. 

<f>ep’ OTTtos ct X a P l * x®/®* 5 > <f>iXo s, f?- 

7T^ TTOV TiS aAK<£ J 

Tts i<f>apepLti>v aptfgis; ovS' iSepx&rp 
oXtyoSpaviav axiKvv 
Icrovcipov, rb rtav 

M3 -dX<fa, VerraU. 
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draw nigh unto the gods with holy sacrifices of 
slain oxen beside the path of father Okeanos 
that never shall run dry; and may I not offend 
in speech, but may this thought abide in my 
heart and never fade away. 

A sweet thing it is to draw out the length of 
life with dauntless hopes, cheering the heart 
with bright gladness ; but I tremble seeing thee 54O 
consumed with countless hardships, for, not 
dreading Zeus, of thy self-will thou honourest 
mortals overmuch, Prometheus. 

Now see how bootless a bene was thine, O 
friend. Say, where is there any succour? What 
help from creatures of a day ? And didst thou 
not see the powerless impotence, like unto a 
dream, wherewith the blind race of man is 550 
fettered ? in no wise shall the counsels of mortal 
men overstep the harmony of Zeus. 

I learned this looking on thy deathly plight, 

Prometheus. And there steals into my heart this 
»« 
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a\abv yevos ipirfiroSurpevov, ovirore 550 

. . tw Aids appovlav 

OvaT&v irapc£[a.(ri fiovXaC. 

epadov raSc eras rrpotriSovcr’ oXoas 

Tv\ a 5> II poprjOev. dvr. fi. 

rb Siap<f>iSiov Se pot. pdXo s ~ pootiTTU. 

ToS’ tKUVO 6’ 6 T' dptfll XoVTpa 
Kal Xe\os uAv vpevaiovv 
iorari ydpiov, ore rav 6poird.Tpi.ov 
tSv ots ay ay es ' Haiovav 

ireidmv Sdpapra KOivoXtKTpov. 560 

Ifl. ti’s yrj; ri yevos j rtva <£<« Xevcnretv 
rovSe ^aXivois iv irerpivoia-iv 
Xeipa£op(vov; 

Ttvos a/iJrXa/aas 7roivas oXcKy j 

ar'iprjvov oiroi 

yrjs fj poyepd irarXdvijpai. 

3 3. 

Xpin ns aC /ee rav TaXaivav olarpos, 
eKStoXov "Apyov yrjyivovs —aXeti 1 , 3 Ad— 
rbv pvpiwirhv t’uTopCxro. jSovrav. 

6 8e iroptvcrai So Xiov d/xju’ ex<*>v, 

ov odSe KarSai'ov'Ta yata Ktvdtt, 57° 

aXX’ ejee rav raXatvav 

668 tAS* tKuvo 9’ 4 r, Victoria*, itttv' Sre tW, M. 
ii 



Prometheus Bound 


air, how different from that I sang as bridal 
hymn about thy bath and bed for joy of wed¬ 
lock, when thou didst lead Hesione, our 
father’s child, with wedding gifts winning her 
for thy wife to share thy bed. 560 


Enter Io. 

Io. What land ? What race ? Who shall I say is 
this I see in bonds of rock, storm-beaten ? 

In penance for what sin art thou destroyed ? 

Tell to what part of earth I, hapless maid, have 
wandered. 

Ah, ah, again some gadfly stings me, un¬ 
happy me, the shade of earth-born Argos, 

—keep him away, O earth—for I see the 
herdsman of a myriad eyes. And he draws 
on with cunning eye, whom even in death 570 
earth hides not. But passing from the nether 
world he hounds me on, unhappy maid, 
and makes me wander fasting along the 
sea-sand. While in accompaniment sounds 
73 



Prometheus Bound 


IIP. 


e£ eveporv irepiov Kvvayti, jrXai'p 

re vfjortv dva rav irapaXiav xpdppav. 

virb 8e KqpoirXojOTOs oToflei 8ova£ arp. 

operas IrvoSorav vopov ’ ten iw, iroiroi 

rroi p’ dyovcr’ <5 7ro7rot> rqXtirXavoi irXavcu; 

rt Trent p\ <5 Kpovu iral, rt rrore 

ratcrS’ eve£ev£as cvpiov dpeaprovoav tv 

irqp.oo~vvo.is, irj, 

OLO’TprqXi.Ttp 8e Seipan SeiXaiav j8o 

irapaKonov <5 8e relpe ts ; 

irvpl <|te> </>Xe£ov, r) \6ovl KaXvtpov, rj 

irovriois Satcetri 8bs fiopdv, 

pq8i poi <f>6ovqayjs 

tvypdraiv, dva£. 

doijv pt iroXvirXavoi nXdvai 

yeyvpvdKaoiv, ov8’ exw pa-Otlv Sira 

irqpovds dXv£a>. 

xXvtis <f>9(ypa ras jiovKtpui irapffevov ; 

irios S’ ov kXv<i> rrjs o’urrpobivijTov xopqs 

rrjs ’Iva^eias; rj tltbs ddXirti neap 590 

fpo>Ti, (cat vvv tovs virtpprjxus Spopovs 

"Hpp orvyqrbs irpbs /Slav yvpvdfrrai. 


873 itwayet, Hermann. KWifycret, Mm. Kwayerti, Brnnck. 
878 icripiiraKTOi, Meineke. 

878 < Si jrdrroi > Sidgwick. 

878 wy/iofftivatt, Hermann. Tjjpovcuoiv, Mm. 
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the shrill pipe, wax-wrought, a strain that 
lulls to sleep. Ah me, ah me and shame! 
whither lead they me, my far - wandering 
wanderings ? Wherein, O son of Kronos, 
wherein foundst thou me erring, that thou 
didst yoke me unto these afflictions, alas, and 
dost thus wear a poor maid to madness with 580 
fear of the gadfly’s sting ? 

Burn me with fire, or cover me with earth, 
or give me as prey to the monsters of the sea, 
neither grudge me my prayers, O king. 
Enough have my far-wandering wanderings 
tried me, neither can I learn by what way I 
shall escape from my afflictions. Hearest thou 
the voice of the cow-horned maid ! 

Pro. Ay, truly, I hear the maiden driven of the 590 
gadfly, daughter of Inachos, that kindles the 
heart of Zeus with love, and now, hated of 
Hera, is by sore constraint tried in too lengthy 
races. 


7S 
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IQ. TTodev ipov orv TTarpbs ovop a7rueis ; o.vt. 

eltre [io i rip poyiprj., tis Sxv, tis apa p (5 raXas, 

Tav TaXamwpov 58’ ervpa irpoodpocis, 
dcoirvTov tc vocrov Jivopairas, 
a papaivei pe. \plov<ra Kevrpois, crj, 

<£oiraXcois, op 

<TKiprr)pdr<ov 8c v/jirrurlv aiKiais 

Xa/3p6a-v ros JjXBov, <"Hpas> 6oo 

c7rtKOTOt<ri prjSe<n Sapcura. 8v<r- 

8aipov<ov 8c rives' ot, op 

or cya> [xoyov(ri.v ; 

aXXa pot ropaSs 

rcKpijpov 8 r l p.’ orappcvci 

Tra^ely, Tt prj^ap, rj Tt <p<xpp.aKOV voo"ov; 

8ei£ov, tiirip olvOa' 

Opdii, ppd£( rj SvtnrXdvip vapdivip. 

IIP. Xe£a> Topais croi 7rav oirep xpjjfees padtiv, 

ovk epTrX(Kwv alvlypar’, oXX’ ajrXcp Xoycp, 6lO 
(Sot np SiKaiov irpbs piXovs olynv aropa. 
wvpbs fipo Tots 8oTT)p’ opps llpop-qdea. 

IQ. w koiv8v wpeXrjpa dvrjrolcriv paveii, 

rXrjpov TlpoprjBtv, tov Sttojv irdxr\eis raSc; 

IIP. dppol xtiravpai tovs epovs BprqvCsv irovovs. 

599 K tvTpois, di}, Sikes and Willson. k{vt pour l. Mm. 

1500 <"Hpaj> Hermann. 
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Io. Whence utterest thou my father’s name i Tell 
me, a hapless maid, who in sooth thou art. 
Woe’s thee, that thou dost thus truly call by 
name a maid long-suffering, and dost name the 
god-sent sickness that wastes me, goading me, 
alas, with maddening pricks. 

On-bounding with cruel hunger pangs, swift- 600 
sped I came, brought low by the angry wiles of 
Hera. And who of the ill-starred are there, 
alas, who suffer hardships like to mine ? but do 
thou clearly tell me what is yet in store for me 
to bear, what help, what remedy there is for 
my disease. Reveal it, since thou knowest. 
Speak, tell it to the maiden of the luckless 
wanderings. 

Pro. I will tell thee clearly all that thou wouldst 

learn, not wearing riddles, but in simple speech, 610 
even as it is just to open the lips to friends. Thou 
seest him that gave lire to men, Prometheus. 

Io. O thou that hast shown thyself a blessing to all 
mortal men alike, hapless Prometheus, in 
penalty for what art thou thus afflicted ? 

Pro. But newly have I ceased making lament over 
my pains. 

F 77 
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ID. ovkouv iro pon av rrjvSe Sevpeav epoi ; 

IIP. A«y’ fjvnv’ airer irav yap av irvdoio pov. 

ID. onjpijvov earns tv <f>dpayyi a - ’ &\pacre. 

IIP. ftovkevpa pev rb Alov, ’lI<pac<TTov Se \eip. 

ID. iroivas Se voitov d p~ ka.Krj pdirtov riven j 620 

IIP. toctovtov dpKOj <roi cra^ijviVas povov. 

ID. Kai 7rpos ye rovron repp a r^s epvjs rAavjjs 
8el£ov, ris earrai ry rakaaniipip xpovos. 

IIP. rb prj paOelv <roi xpeleraov fj pddeiv rdSe. 

ID. prj roi pe xpvipys rovd’ direp pekkio iradelv. 

IIP. aAA’ ov peyaipto rovSe <roi Saipijparos. 

ID. Tt Sfjra pe Wen prj ov yeyuvirrxeiv rb wav; 

HP. <f>66vos pev ovSen, eras S’ dxvio 9pd£a 1 (fypevat. 

ID. prj pov irpoxySov patnrov <[>$ epol ykviev. 

IIP. emi irpoOvpe t, \pr) keyeiv • axove Srj. 630 

XO. prjT(o ye • potpav S’ ijSovrjs xapol trope, 
rrjv Trjo-Se irpunov uTTopryeriopev votrov , 
avrfis Aeyowrrjs ras irokv<f>6opovs rv\ai n 
ra koiird S’ idkotv rrov SiSd)(dyTU> rrapa. 

•171,, Brunck. otv, M. 851 caifntrlaat, Linwood. aaifniplcat, M. 
toSH coi, Turncbui. roOde row, M. 
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Io. Wilt thou then not grant this other boon to me J 

Pro. Say what boon thou askest: for thou shalt 
learn all of me. 

Io. Tell me who nailed thee in the gorge ? 

Pro. The will of Zeus, Hephaistos’ hand. 

Io. For what sins dost thou penance ? 620 

Pro. Thus much alone suffices that I tell thee. 

Io. Yea, more than this, show the end of my 
wandering, what end shall be appointed my 
long-suffering. 

Pro. Not to learn this is better for thee than to 
learn. 

Io. Yet hide not from me that which I must suffer. 

Pro. Nay, it is not that I grudge thee this boon. 

Io. Why then dost thou delay to tell the whole ? 

Pro. Ill-will is there none, but I am loth to con¬ 
found thy wits. 

Io. Be not mindful of me more than is my pleasure. 

Pro. Since thou art bent on it, I needs must speak. 630 
Hear then. 

Cho. Ah, but not yet; grant me too a meed of 
pleasure. Let us first ask of her disease, her¬ 
self recounting her deathful lot; and for the 
rest of her troubles let her be taught of thee. 


19 
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IIP. crbv fpyov, ’lot, to«t8’ virovpyrjo-at X“/ 3tv i 
3\A<os tc iravTois xal KcurtyvijTais irarpos' 

(OS TanroKXavcrai KiliroSvpao-Oai tvx»S 
tvravd’, oirov piXXo t rts ourtcrOat Saxpv 
irpbs Ttov kXvovtmv, a£iav rpi/ 3 r)V «x el ' 

H 2 . ovk 018’ o7T(os vplv dirurrrj<Tat pe X PV. 64O 

rra<t >(t 8e pvdip irav oirep irpo(rxpflC CTe 
irtwrvrde' KaiTot ko.\ Xkyovar’ oSvpopat 
9 ( 6 (T<rvTOV \eipQva Kill Sia<j>dopav 
popiprjs, odtv pot <t X itXUi —poirtT TiiTO. 
act yap oi/'fts evwxot irtoXevpem 1 
*s Trapse vtooas robs epous jrapijyopouv 
Aetotcrt pvdois- *(l pey’ evSalpov Kopr), 

Tt irapdtvfvu Sapov, e£ov crot yapou 
rvxfii' pjtyuTTov; Zeus yap Iptpov /3kXtt 
irpbs <rou rkOaXirrat, Kat £vvalpt<r6ui Kvjrptv 650 
dkXtf <rv S’, 3 7rat, pr; diroXamurgs X«x o S 
rb Zrjvos, aAA’ e£eA0e irpbs Akpvrys (iaOvv 
Aetpcooa, irotpoas /Jowracreis re 7rpbs irarpos, 
uis at* tS Atov oppa Xoxfyrjo-g iroOov. 
to to tcrSe iratras cvtppov as ovelpaai 
fcvvtixdpriv Sixmjvos, lore 8rj irarpt 
trXrjv ytyoivdv WKTiiftavr’ ovetpoTO. 
o 8’ es re IIv#<b fcairt AwSwo^s itvkvovs 
Otorrpoirovs caXXcv, As pdOot Tt XPV 
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Pro. Io, it is thy task to render these a service, 
both for all else and that they are thy father’s 
sisters ; since to lament and to bewail one’s lot 
there where one thinks to win a tear from those 
that hearken is time well spent. 

Jo. I know not how I may set your will aside; and 640 
in clear speech ye shall learn all that which ye 
desire. Yet it is pain even to tell of my god- 
sent storm of ills and the marring of my form, 
whence it fell unto my hapless lot. Ever 
would nightly fantasies, haunting my maiden 
chamber, beguile me with smooth speech : O 
thrice happy maiden, why keepest thou all too 
long thy virgin state, when it is thine to make 
a glorious marriage ? For Zeus is kindled by a 650 
shaft of longing shot from thee, and fain would 
join with thee in love: and do thou, child, 
spurn not the bed of Zeus, but hie thee to 
the deep meadow of Lerna, the flocks and ox- 
stalls of thy father, that the eye of Zeus may 
rest from longing. By such dreams was I, alas, 
beset throughout whole nights, until sueh time 
as I took heart to tell my father of my night- 
seen dreams. And he fell to sending to 
Pytho and Dodona-wards many messengers 
81 
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Spdvr’ fj Xeyovra Scu/xocrtv irpaercreiv <f>iXa. 660 
rjxov S’ dvayyeXXovres aloXoaropovs 
Xprprpovs aa~rjpovs SvcrKpirios r’ eiprjpevovs. 
reXos S’ fvapyrjs y8a£is iJXtfev ’Iva^y, 

<ra<f>u>s eirurK^irrova-a Kal pvOovptvr) 
e£(a Sopaiv T€ xa'i jrarpas <S 0 €iv ejal, 
a <f>erov aXa<rdat yrjs eir’ tcr^arots opois • 

K«t JMJ deXoi, TrvpWTTOV (K Albs poXeiV 

Kcpavvov, os ?rav c^atcrToScrot -ytvos. 

toioktSc Trcicrdels Ao£iov pavrevpaariv 

efijA.atrej' fte KdireKXyo-e Siopdrwv 670 

aKOWav at ca>v dXX’ i7rr)vdyKa£€ viv 

Albs \aXivbs irpbs (iia.v TTpaxrtrtiv ra.Se. 

evdvs Se pop<f>T] Kal <f>peves Sidcrrpoijioi 

?j(rav, KtpatTris S’, d>s opar’, d£v<rr 6 p<p 

pvtoiri xpuxdelcr’ eppavel <TKiprrjpart 

yirirov Trpbs cvttotov re K epxveias peos 

Atpvrjs re Kprfvrjv • / 3 ovkoXos S< yrjyevrjs 

a k paros opyrjv "Apyos < 1 >paprei, ttvkvoIs 

ooxtois SeSopKibs rovs epovs Kara <tti/ 3 ov s. 

dirpoirSoKi jtos S’ avrbv dtpvlSio s popos 680 

too £■>}«' d.Tre<TTeprjcrev' olarrpoirXrig S’ eyi) 

pdirnyi Oelip yrjV vrpb yrjs eXavyopai. 
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that he might learn by what deeds or speech it 660 
was appointed him to do pleasure to the gods. 

And they came back bearing oracles of riddling 
tongue, dark and subtly spoken. But at the last 
there came a plain word unto Inachos, clearly 
bidding and enjoining him to thrust me forth 
from out my home and country, to roam at 
large at the uttermost bounds of earth. And 
if he would not, there should come from Zeus 
a flaming bolt that should sweep all his race 
from sight. Won by such prophecies of 
Loxias he drove me forth and shut me out 670 
from home, he loth as I; but the curb of Zeus 
constrained him perforce to do this thing. 

And straightway were my form and wits 
distorted ; and horned, as ye see, stung by the 
sharp-mouthed gadfly, with frantic bound I 
made speed to the fresh-flowing stream of 
Kerchneia and to Lerna’s spring; while the 
earth-born herdsman, Argos, with untempered 
wrath followed hard upon, watching with 
myriad eyes my every step. 

But sudden doom, unlooked for, robbed him 680 
of life; yet I, stung of the gadfly, with a god- 
sent scourge am driven from land to land. Thou 
83 
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xXvets ra wpa\6evr’ • ei S’ 3 rt 

Xot7rby irdvutv, trrjpMivf prjSe p' otKTMras 
£vv6aX ire pvOois xptvZkirLV • vocrrjpa yap 
ata)^i(rTOV elvai <j>r)pi (rvvdtrows Xoyovs. 

XO. «fa, <a - aTrexf, </>eC. 

ovrroO' <<SS’> oviror’ rjvyovv £«yovs 

poXelcrOaL Xoyovs es atcoay epav, 

ovS’ (SSe Svtrdeara (cat Svaourra 6go 

Trqpara Xvpara, Seipar’ aptjid- 

Kei KfVTptp \jriytiv <pv\dv 

Id, Id, potpa, pot pa, 

iretf>piK’ tlcri&ovira trpd^iv ’lovs. 

IIP. Trpd ye crreyafets Kat <fjof 3 ov trXea ns «?• 

(TTLix^a, «rx’ ay xat ra Xoiira irpoa-padyi. 

XO. X<y’, fKSiSatrKf ■ Tots yoo-oua-i' Tot yXvKii 
rb Xourbv aXyos irpov^evCcratr6at ropdi. 

IIP. rr)y irpty yc ypttay rjVvtraaO’ epov ir apa 700 

Kov<f>u>f paOelv yap ■njo'Se irpdr’ e\py^ere 
rby apu^’ eavrrjs SOXov e£i]yovpevr)s' 
ra Xoura yyy aKOwraO’, ola yprj irdOi) 
rXijyat irpbs 'Hpas T»jyS« rijy yeaytSa - 
*» othcoO’ <<SS’> Weclclein. 

681 itlpar' ip^Kti Kivrpy \pix ur i'vxdy tpiv, M. Mott editor* 

omit tpdr. 
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hearest my past; and if thou canst tell what 
troubles are in store make them known j neither 
in pity fire me with false speech: for feigned 
words I account as foulest ill. 

Cho. O forbear, alas. Never, never thought I such 
strange words would come unto my hearing, 
nor that affliction, distraction and distress, thus 690 
'• ill to look upon and ill to bear, would chill 
my soul with two-edged goad. Ah me, fate, 
fate, I shudder as I look on Io’s plight. 

Pro. Full soon thou makest lamentation, and art as 
one full of fear ; forbear till thou hast learned 
that too which is to come. 

Cho. Speak, teach us to the full; to the sick it is 
sweet I ween clearly to foreknow the pain that 
is to come. 

Pro. Lightly ye won from me your first desire, for 700 
ye would fain first learn of her the story of her 
trouble j hear now the rest, what sufferings it is 
appointed for this maid to bear at Hera’s 
hands; and do thou, seed of Inachos, lay up 
my words in thy heart, that thou mayst learn 
to the full the ends of thy way. First turning 
*5 
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<rv t’, ’Ivaxetov cririppa, roiis ipovs Aoyous 
6vp<p fjaX.’, J)S 3v rep/iar’ tKpdO-QS oSov. 
irpanov piv kvdkv&' f]Xlov Tpbs ayroAas 
orrpi^atra cravTr/v crretx’ dvr/po tovs yvas’ 

2xv^as 8’ a<f>i£u vopaSas, ot 7rAtKTas crreyas 
ireSapa-iot vaiovar’ ctt’ evKutcAots oxots, 7 10 

exij/JoAots ro£o«riv i^TjpTvpevoi • 
ots prj 7reAafetv, a A. A.’ aAtcrrovots 5ro8as 
Xpipmovcra p a X‘ atcrtl ' ixirepav ydova. 
katas 8t x ct p8s o£ (TiSqpoTtKrovts 
oIkovo-i XaAvjSes, ous <f>vka£aar6al tre XPV‘ 
dvrjptpoi yap, ouSe 7rpo<x7rAaTOt ^evois. 

»}£ets 8’ "Yf3purrr)V iroTapov, ov iftevSdivvpov, 
ov prj rtpacrys, ov yap eu/Saros irepdv, 

Trplv av 7rpf>s ovr&v KavKao-ov pokys, op<3i' 
vxpunov, tv da irorapbs tKcf>v<r</. pivot 720 

KpoTatjxvv dir’ avrCtv. duTpoye'novas S« XP 1 ? 
Kopvtft as vwtp/idkkovtrav is pt<rqpf}pivt)v 
f 3 rjvai KtktvOov, evO’ ’ApaQovatv (rrparbv 
rj£eis trrvydvop’, at QtpluKvpdv ttot « 

KaroiKiownv ap<f>t QepptiSovd’, <W 
rpaytla ttovtov 2aApu8rja'<rta yvaOos 

m ?r65as, Turnebus. d\V ahiarkvoK yiiiroJas, Mm. 4XM yw’, 
Hermann. 
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thyself hence towards the rising of the sun, 
tread lands unploughed; and thou shalt come 
unto the wandering Skythians, who dwell in 710 
wattled huts raised from the ground on cars 
with well-wrought wheels, armed with far- 
shooting bows; whom draw not near, but 
skirting the surf-beaten shores of sea pass out 
from the land. And on thy left hand dwell 
the Chalybes, workers in iron, of whom thou 
must beware; for they are wild nor meet for 
strangers to draw near. And thou shalt come 
unto the river Hybristes, not misnamed, which 
cross not, for it is not easy of crossing, till thou 
come to Kaukasos itself, highest of mountains, 720 
where the river pours forth its might from its 
very brows. And it is appointed thee, crossing 
peaks that are neighbours to the stars, to go 
towards the southern path, where thou shalt 
come unto the host of Amazons, man-haters, 
who shall one day make their home in Themis- 
kyra round about Thermodon, where is a rugged 
inlet of the sea, Salmydessos, inhospitable to 
sailors, stepmother of ships ; and they shall set 
thee on thy way and that right gladly ; and 
87 




Prometheus Bound 


iydpo^tvoi va.vra.uTi, prjTpvia vtuiv 
aSrai <r’ oSijyrj crown kc it pdX’ dope vtos. 

’urdpbv S’ iir’ avrats orevoiropots Xt'pmjs fruXats 
Kipp.tpi.Kbv i]£as, ov tfpatrwnrXayxvtos art XPV 73° 
Xtirovcrav avXav’ tKirepdv Matam/cov. 

«rrat S« OvrjroiS «ts a<i Xoyos ptya s 
rps cnjs iropetas, Bocnropos 8’ tnwupos 
KeicXjWrai. Xwowa 8’ Evpwjnys 7r«Sov 
rjTtipov ij£tis ’A<na8’. ap’ vplv Souti 
6 riSv 6tS>v Tvpavvos Is Ta rravfl’ opws 
jSiaios eivai ; rg8f yap dvyry 6f8s 
XPflfav piyrjvai rdtrS' tirtppiiptv 7rXavas. 
iriKpov S’ tKvpcro.'s, <5 Kopr\, r tov <rtuv ydpinv 
pv-qarrrjpos • ovs yap vvv axvjKoas Xoyovs 74° 
avat SoK£i yot pyStiua V rrpootptois. 

Ifi. ioj pot pot, erf. 

IIP. cru 8’ aS KtKpayas Kavapox^t'^t' Tt jrov 
Spacras, orav Ta Xotira irvvOdvy xatcd; 

XO. »J yap Tt Xora-bv rfiSe mjpdriov ipt is; 

IIP. Stxrxttptpov yt jrIXayos aTrjpas 8w;s. 

III. Tt St/t’ Ipoi fijv KtpSos, aXX’ ouk Iv Taxct 
tppi^’ epavrrjv rrjcrS’ avb a’rvjtXov irerpas, 
focus ireSot a-Kr)\j/a<ra twv TravTcov irovw 
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thou shalt come to the Kimmerian straits hard 730 
by the very harbour gates that grant but narrow 
passage; which quitting in good heart, thou 
must pass out through the Maiotic strait. And 
there shall be among mortal men great talk 
for all time of thy wayfaring, and Bosphoros 
shall be called after thy name. And leaving 
Europe’s plains thou shalt come unto the land 
of Asia. Do ye not see that the tyrant of the 
gods is violent in all alike ? for he, a god, being 
fain to wed with this mortal maid, hath laid 
these wanderings upon her; and cruel is the 
wooer thou hast got, O maiden, for thy hand 
in marriage; for the tale that thou hast newly 740 
heard thou must deem not yet begun. 

Io. Ah me, alas, alas. 

Pro. Again dost cry aloud and deeply sigh ! 
What, prithee, wilt thou do when thou shalt 
learn the ills to come ? 

Cho. And wilt thou really tell her of affliction still 
to come ? 

Pro. Ay, a very wintry sea of baneful woe. 

Io. Then what gain is it for me to live ? Nay, why 
did I not fling myself forthwith from off this 
rugged rock, that falling on the plain I had 750 
s« 
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airr/XXayrjv; Kpetao-ov yap elcrdira£ Oavelv, 750 
rj ras an-acras rj/xcpas rao-^av KaKUts. 

IIP. ij Svtrrrcrtus av robs ipovs affkov s <f>epo is, 
ot(() ftxveiv pev itrnv ov Treirp<opevov • 
avn; yap rjv av mjpaTfcrv a-rakkayr) • 
via* 5 ’ ouSev Krrt Ttppa pot wponelpevov 
fio\ 9 (o v, it plv av Zevs lKTTdry rvpavvl 80s. 

10 . rj yap jror’ «rriv eWecrtiv dpxrjs Aia ; 

nP. rJSot’ av, otpat, TrjvS’ ISovcra o'vpt^opav. 

Ifl. ttcUs S’ ouk av, (k Aibs Traa^a) nanus ; 

IIP. (is Tolvvv ovrcuv TwvSf a-01 padelv irapa. 760 

10 . 7 rpbs rod rupavva (TKrjvTpa <Tvky$rj<reTai j 

IIP. rrpbs airhi avrov Kevo<f>p 6 vu>v /SovAevparuv. 

10. iroiip rpoirtp; cnjprjvov, el prj ris fikafitj. 

IIP. yapci ydpov roioCrov $ 7ror’ dtr^akf . 

10. deoprov, rj /3p6re iov; £t prjrov, <f>p<urov. 

IIP, rt S’ ovnv’ J ov yap prjrbv avSdtrOat. roSe. 

10. ^ rrpbs Sapapros e^aviVrarai dpov arv j 
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been quit of all my pains ? Better once for 
all to die than to fare ill all one’s days. 

Pro. Ill wouldst thou bear my trouble for whom 
death is not fated, for that would have been 
release from my afflictions; but now no end is 
set for me of hardships, until that Zeus is cast 
out from his tyranny. 

Io. Will Zeus then one day be cast out from rule ? 

Pro. Thou wouldst be glad, I think, to look on this 
ill-fortune. 

Io. Aye, surely should I, that fare ill at Zeus’s 
hands. 

Pro. Since then these things are so, it is thine to 
learn. 

Io. By whom shall he be bereft of his tyrant’s 
sceptre ? 

Pro. By his own hand, by his own empty counsels. 

Io. In what way? Tell if there be no let. 

Pro. He shall make a marriage such as he shall one 
day rue. 

Io. Of the gods or mortal? Speak if it may be told. 

Pro. What would you with it ? for this may not be 
told in words. 

Io. Is it by his wife that he is to be drircn from his 
throne ? 


760 
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IIP. rj Tf^fTat ye iraiSa <f>cpTcpov jrar/jos. 

10. ovS' eirriv avTip tt/cS’ awotrrpotfiri rvyyj'S ; 

IIP. ov Srjra, irXf/v eyiuy’ ay ex &«rp.wv Xv9e t's. 770 

Ifi. rt's ovv 6 Xixroji' < r ’ ukovtos Aids ; 

IIP. twv (rwv tiv’ airhv cKyovwv tlvai \ped>v. 

10. sruis eijras ; fj 'phi irais <r’ diraAAa£ei KaKtav ; 

IIP. TpiTOS ye yevvav rpds 8ex’ aXXaunv yoyais. 

10. i}8’ ouxer’ eu£v/i/?AijTos ij Xpr/irpySla. 

IIP. Koi p;8e cravrrjs y (KpaOetv frjret iroyovs. 

10. prj pot irporeiWv KtpSo s «?r’ arromipti. 

IIP. Swoty Ao'you' ere Oarepip 8<opycrop,ai. 

10. iroiW; 7rpo8ei£ov a’p«rlv r> e/toi 8i8ov. 

IIP. SiSuip ,’• eXov yap rj rrovwv ra Aoiird trot 780 
rfrpturu <ra<j>rjvu}<>, fj rbv (kXvvovt’ ipi, 

XO. tovtuiv cru ryy pey TjjSe, r»)i' 8’ ejooi \apiv 
dtvdai 9kXr\crov, pr)8’ aTipdtrys Adyov 

,a \byov, Elrasley. \6yovs, M. 
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Pro. Ay, for she shall bear a son better than his 
father. 

Io. And has he no way to turn this lot from him ? 

Pro. No, surely : save haply if I were loosed from 770 
bondage. 

Io. Who then is he that shall unloose thee against 
the will of Zeus i 

Pro. One of thine offspring is appointed to be he. 

Io. What sayest thou ? shall child of mine release 
thee from thine ills ? 

Pro. Ay, third in descent and ten generations 
besides. 

Io. This oracle is no longer easy of understanding. 

Pro. And seek not thou to learn thine own pains 
either to the full. 

Io. Do not, while proffering me a boon, withhold it. 

Pro. Of two tales I will give thee either one. 

Io. Of what two ? Tell me first and grant me 
choice. 

Pro. I grant it; choose whether I shall plainly tell 780 
thee of thy pains that are to come or of him 
that shall unloose me. 

Cho. Of these do thou vouchsafe to grant one boon 
to her and one to me, neither grudge me the 
tale: and unto her tell what wandering is yet 
G 93 
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Kai rjjSe piv yeyiove rqv Xotirrjv irXdvqv, 
ipoi Se rbv Xmovra' tovto yap xo6S>. 

IIP. i 7 r(l irpo6vptt<rd', ovk kvavTitlxrofiai 

rf) j u.t[ ov ytyuvetv irav ocrov irpocrxpy£(T(. 
crol iTpwTOv, ’lot, iroXvSovov TrXdvrjV <f>pd(r<i) t 
rjv (yypa<f>ov <rv pvqpoariv SfXrois tf>p(vutv. 
orav irtpaaps puOpov, r/irdpwv opov, Jgo 

irpbs auToXas </>Xoyaiiras yXiocm/3(if 

7 rovTOv ir(pa><ra <fjXoicr/3oi 1 . car’ dv (^tKy 

irpbs Topyoveta ir(SLa Kurdqvqs, tva 

as $opK s8es valovcri Sqvatal nopal 

rpels Kvnvopoptfioi, Koivbv opp’ (KTijpevai, 

povoSovra , as ovO’ qXtos irpocrSepKerai 

aKTiaiv ovd’ q vvKrepo s pqvq iror(. 

ireXas S’ dSeXtfral tujvSc rpets Karairrcpoi, 

SpanovTopaXXot Topyoves fipOToarTvytis, 

as Ovqrbs ovSds do-iSuiv l£ei irvoas. 8oo 

toiovto ptv (rot tovto <f>povptov At'ya). 

aXXqv S’ aKovcov Sixr^prj 6(wpiav 

o^WTopovs yap Zqvbs an pay (is novas 

ypviras <f>vXa£at, rdv re povv&ira (rrparbv 
'Apipatrirbv iirirofSapov’, ot xpwroppvTov 

7 ®* M. If retained, lacuna must be assumed after 7gi. 
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in store and unto me him that shall loose thee; 
for this I crave. 

Pro. Since ye are bent on it I will not gainsay to 
tell you all, even as much as ye desire. To 
thee first, Io, will I tell of weary wandering; 
which write thou on the mindful tablets of thy 
heart. When thou hast crossed the stream, 
boundary of mainlands, toward the flaming 790 
dawn, sun-trodden . . . crossing the roaring 
sea, till thou art come unto the Gorgon plains 
of Kisthene, where Phorkis’ daughters dwell, 
three ancient maidens, swan-shaped, having one 
eye for all, with but one tooth, whom neither 
sun looks on with his rays nor ever moon by 
night. And hard by them their three winged 
sisters of the snaky locks, Gorgons, hated of 
men, on whom no mortal shall set eyes and live. 800 
Such is the guard I tell thee of. But hear of 
another monstrous sight. For of the sharp- 
beaked . . . hounds of Zeus beware, the 
griffins, and of the one-eyed host of the Art- 
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o'ikovciv dp<f>l vdpa IlXovra/vos iropov 
tovtoi s crv /XT) ircXafr. rrjXovpbv Se yrjv 
fj£c is, /ccXatvby tjivXov, ot trpbs r/Xlov 
valovtri wr/yats, (v 8 a irorapbi hi 6 lo\f/. 

Tovrov nap’ 0 as ep<j>, ta/s av e£tx-g 8 10 

Ka.TafiaajU,y, c v 0 a Bv/ 3 Xlv<ov dptuv airo 
irj(ri <r«rrbv NctXos evirorov pcos. 
oStos tr’ oStixrct rr/v rplymvov cs ^ 6 ova 
NeiXujtiv, ov 8 T) rr/v pax par air oik lav, 

’Iol, wor/Kurat trot tc teat tckvoi s /trtcrai. 
rwvSf et rt trot \f/(XXov te /cat 8u<reupcrot' ! 
firavShrXa^, /cal (ratfMi expdvOave- 
rr\oXri 8c irXEtW ^ 6 (X<o irdpccrrl pot. 

XO. £t piv ti rgSc Xoirrbv fj rrape/pivov 

*X ets y*ywvcli/ r^s iroXvcfidopov irXavrjs, 820 
Xc-y’’ ct 8c irdvr’ ctpr/tcas, r/ptv a® ^a/Jtr 
88s rjvTrcp airovpeaOa' pkpvr\<rai 8c jtov. 

IIP. t 8 jrav iropctas 178c rlpp’ aKrjxocv. 

otios 8’ av ciSg p; pdrrjv xXvovcrd pov, 

a irptv poXeiv &tvp’ fKpcpo^OrjKtv <j>pdcr<o, 
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maspians, horsemen that dwell around the stream 
that flows with gold, Plouton’s path j these 
draw not near. And thou shalt come unto a 
far-off land, a swarthy race, who dwell about 
the sources of the sun, where is the river 
Aithiops. Keep on along its banks; until 8lO 
thou come unto a falling torrent whence from the 
Bybline mountains Nile sends forth his fresh and 
sacred stream. And this shall set thee on thy 
way to the three-cornered land of Nile, where 
at last it is appointed to thee, Io, and thy chil¬ 
dren to establish thy distant habitation. If 
aught of this thou findest dim and hard of 
understanding, turn to it once again and clearly 
learn the whole; for I have more leisure than 
I would. 

Cho. If thou hast aught still left to tell, or passed 820 
by in the telling, of her deathful wandering, 
speak on: but if thou hast said all, to us 
now grant the boon we ask ; thou rememberest 
maybe. 

Pro. She has heard the story of her journeying to 
the end. But that she may know she has 
not given ear to me in vain, I will tell what 
hardships she hat borne ere she came here, 
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TCKpjptov tout 1 avrb Sovs pvdav tpv, 

o\Xov piv ovv rbv irXelrTOv exXet if/o> Xoyuv, 

irphs avrb S’ tlpt rcppa trtiiv TrXavrjpaTOJV. 

iirel yap i}X#es trpbi MoXoorera yarre Sa, 

rr/v alnvvoiTov t’ apt^i AwSwvrjv, iva 830 

pavrela 05 kos t’ eVrt 0e<X7rp(oToC Atos, 

repas t 1 amcrrov, ai irpoo-pyopoi Spve s, 

i^)’ 3v rv Xapirplos kovScv atviicnjpiws 

jrpo<ri)yopei? 0 rjs 17 Ai&s kKcivt) Sdpap 

ptXXowr’ crcrdai—rdvSe rrporratvei rt ri;— 

ivrcvdcv olrTpr/rara rrjv irapaKTlav 

KeXevOov fi£as irpbs ptyav koXttov 'Peas, 

dtp’ ov 7raXtprXayKTOKri ytipd^ci Spopots' 

Xpovov Si rbv peXXovra irovrtos pvyos, 

iratpii is CTiorracr’, ’Iovios KtKXrjcreTai, 840 

Try s' crijs "operas pvrjpa rots TTa.tr iv ySporois. 

<n)pxid croi raS’ erri rrjs eprjs <f>pcvos , 

As SepKtTai ttXcov rt tov iroparptvov. 
ra Xonra 8 ’ vp.lv rjjSe r’ es koiiAv (pparat, 

Is TavT^v eXtfwi' tAv 7raXai Xoyeov <x*'°S- 
ccttiv jroXis Kavw/8os cryo.Tr] x#ovos, 

829 7 < 4 rre 5 a Porson. ddireda M. 
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giving this same as witness of my words. The 
most part of the story then I will leave out 
and will pass to the very end of thy wanderings. 

Now when thou earnest to the Molossian 
plains and round about Dodona of the lofty 830 
ridge, where is the prophetic seat of Thes- 
protian Zeus, and a marvel past belief, the 
talking oaks, by which thou clearly and in no 
wise in riddling speech wast hailed the glorious 
wife of Zeus, that was to be—doth aught of 
this stir memories ?—thence driven by the gad¬ 
fly thou spedst along the way beside the sea 
toward the great gulf of Rhea, whence thou 
art sore driven in thy backward course; and 
throughout the time to come that inlet of the 
sea, know well, shall be called Ionian, as a 840 
remembrance of thy wayfaring to all mankind. 

This is a sign for thee of my wit, that it sees 
somewhat more than is made manifest. 

And the rest to you and her alike I will set 
forth now that I have come unto the self-same 
track of my former tale. There is a city 
Kanobos, farthest of earth, hard by the very 
mouth and bar of Nile: there at last Zeus is 
to make thee of sound mind, stroking thee with 
99 
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NciAoti irpbs aiT(;J iTToiiart Kal irpoa^dipaTi. • 

€ I'Tart)a Sij ere Zevs Tidrjtriv (p<f>pova 
(Tracfrwv drap/del \(ipl Kal diyuv jiovov. 

(TTbtVVpOV SI t£v Albs yeVVt)p.llT<j)V 850 

tc£cis KcAairbr v £7ra^)oi/, os KapirbxrtTai 
o<rr]V irXaTvppovs NeiAos apScuei ^Oova. 
irtpirTi) S’ air’ aGrou yerva Trtv7r]KovT<'nracs 
TrdXiv irpbs”Apyos ov^ eKova’ cAcwreTai 
tfrjAvtnropos, qbcGyovcra irvyyevrj yapov 
dvopidiv • 01 S’ (WTorjpevoi (jipivas, 

KipKOi ircAciaiv ov paxpdv XfXuppivoi, 
ij£oucri OrjpevcrovTes ov drjpao-ipovs 
ydpovs, <t>6ovov Sc crapaTiov c£« 0c6f • 

IIcAacryia Se Several, SijAuKTonp 860 

“ApCl Sa/lCVTCUV VVKTK^pOVffijTtp Opdxrti • 
yuvi) yap avSp’ tKaarov auGvos (rrepel , 

SIOyjktov tv <r<j>ayaiari / 3 ai/-a<ra £i'<£os. 

ToiaS’ or’ tydpov’i tows cpoGs eX6ot Kiijrpis. 
plav Si iralSoiv ipepos 6iX£u rb p>j 
(crcivai crwcwov, aAA’ airap/JAw&jo-CTai 
yvwpr/v • Svolv 8« Odrtpov /JovAj/o-crai, 
kAuciv ai/aAias pdXXov rj piaaftovos • 
avrtj (car* 'Apyos jSao-iAixbv re£ci yevos. 
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hand that brings no fear, and only touching thee. 

And thou shalt give birth to swarthy Epaphos 
named from the begetting of Zeus, and he shall 850 
harvest all the land watered by Nile’s broad 
stream. And the fifth generation from him, 
an house of fifty children, shall once more 
come to Argos, not of their own will, a band 
of women, fleeing a kindred marriage with their 
cousins. But these, with passion in their 
hearts, falcons not far left behind of doves, 
shall come to seek wedlock that should not be , 
sought, but God shall grudge them their brides. 

And the Pelasgian land shall harbour them, 860 
when that their kinsmen have been laid low by 
Ares in death dealt boldly by a woman’s hand 
in the watches of the night; for each wife shall 
rob her lord of life, dyeing in his throat a two- 
edged sword. In such wise may Love come 
upon my enemies. But one of the maidens 
love shall melt so that she shall not kill her 
husband, but shall be blunted of her purpose: 
and one of two things she shall choose, to bfe 
called a coward rather than death-stained. 

She shall give birth unto a race of kingB in 
Argos. It needs a long tale to tell this story 870 
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I.Q. 


XO. 


fuucpov Xoyov Set ravr’ etre£e\ 6 etv ropcos. 
ariropos ye pyv Ik rrprSe <f>vcrerai dpaavs, 
ro£ot(rt /cAetvds, os Trovtov Ik rtovS’ epe 
Xverei. rotovSe ypyirpov y iraXaiyevys 
pyryp epol SiyXOe Ttravts 0 c/us' 

3iri us Se \0J7rTj, ravTa Set paKpov Aoyou 
earetv, trv r’ oi'Sei 1 tKuaOovaa KepSavets. 


ekeXev, eXeXev' 

viro p’ av <rtf>dKe\o<i /cat <f>pei’OTrXyyeh 
pavlat OaXirovcr’, ourTpov S’ apSts 

Xptet p’ a/ri/pos' 880 

KpaSla 8c ef>6/3tp <j>peva Aa/<Tt£et • 

Tpo\oS tvetrat 8’ oppad’ eXtySyv, 
e£u> Se Spopov <f>epopcu Aucrorjs 
rvevpan papyip, yXtMrcrys a/cpar/Js - 
OoXepol Se Xoyoi jrratouo"’ eiKy 
t rrvyvrjs Trpos Kvpaeriv anjs. 

1] crowds, jj crowds arp. 

os 7 rp<oTos «v yvdpy. toS’ tfitltTTtxcre /cat yXuxr- 
crjt SiepvOoXoyytrev, 

(OS t8 KySeverai ko. 6’ eavrbv dpurrevei pa/cptji, 890 
/cat pyTe rtoo jrAovry SiadpVTropeviav, 
pyre rtov yevvp peyaXvvopevuiv, 
ovra X t P v tf Tav ipo.<TTev<ra t yapiDV. 

871 irripos, Sikes and Willson, cropat, M, 
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clearly to the end. Howbeit of her there 
shall be raised up seed, bold, famed for 
bowmanry, that shall loose me from these 
pains. Such was the oracle my aged mother 
recounted to me, Titan Themis; but how and 
in what way needs a long tale to tell and it 
shall no whit profit thee though thou learned 
it to the full. 

lo. On, onward! Again a spasm and distracting 
throes of madness burn me and the gadfly’s 
prick, forged not with fire, stings me; and 88c 
my heart for fear knocks at my breast; my 
eyes roll round and round and away from my 
course I am borne by frenzy’s raging blast, 
and gone the mastery of my tongue; and 
troubled words at random stumble against the 
waves of baleful doom. 

Cho. Wise, very wise, was he that first weighed 
this in his heart and gave it utterance with his 
tongue, to wed after one’s own degree is best by 890 
far, and for him that is a handicraftsman not to 
desire marriage either with them that puff them¬ 
selves up with riches, or them that pride them¬ 
selves on birth. 
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prjiroTf, prjirork p\ <5 

<roTi'tai> Mo tpcn, A cvvd- 

Ttipav ISourOt ireXov<rav. 

p.rjSe TrXaOelrjv yafieri/, rtvl rwv c’£ ovpavov. 

Tapfiu> yap aarepyavopa TrapOtviav 

furopuxr’ ’Iovs apaXatnopevav 

Sumr Aavois 'Hpa s aAareiais Tropin v. 

ip .01 Sc y’ ore pev opaXbs o ydpo<s a<f>o/3o$, 

prjSe Kpeuro-oviov 0ewv 

cpuis cujruKTOv oppa irpocrSpaKOL pe. 

airoXcpos oSc y’ 6 rroXepos, airopa rropipos, 

ov8’ exw tis an ytvolpav ' 

rap Aib$ yap ov\ opto 

prjrtv 8ir<i i <f>vyoip’ dv. 

IIP. rj pvjv eTt Zeus, Kanrtp axtOdBrj^ cjopcvtov, 
carat Tarctpos, otop e£ap~V€TCU 
yapov yapeiv, os aurSp e/c rvpavviSos 
6pov(uv t’ aiirTov (K^aXtl- jraT/O&s S’ apa 
Kpovot) tot 1 tjSt; TravTfXaJs Kpavdr/trtTai, 

rjv €K7TLTV(x}V TjpaTO Srjvouujv OpovdiV. 

TOiaivSe po^ddiv €KTp 07 rrjv Oe&v 


avr. 


900 

€7ryS. 


910 


897 <irorviat> Winckelmann. 

899 dfxaXavTOfitvav, WeiL ydfufi 8 airrofj. 4 vav, M. 8 aua\itou£vav. 
Hames. fx&ya SairTO/Jitvav, Schfltz. 

" l Jp°l Si 7’ Sre, Hermann, ipol S’ Sri piip ofiaXJt 0 vSuot I 
a/popos So Scota, M. So SiSia probably a gloss on a0o/9or. 
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Never, never, awful Fates, may ye see me 
become the sharer of the bed of Zeus: neither 
may I draw nigh in wedlock any of the gods of 
heaven, for I am afraid as I behold the maiden 
Io, no lover of her lord, crushed by wild, pain- 
fraught wanderings of Hera’s sending. 900 

But for me, when marriage is well matched 
it has no fears; but never may the love of 
mightier gods look on me with glance from 
which is no escape. This, this is a war 
that is not to be waged, rich in resourcelessness. 

Nor know I what would become of me, for I 
see not how I might flee from the purpose of 
Zeus. 

Pro. Verily I say to you that Zeus, though he be of 
a froward mind, shall yet be humbled, seeing 
that he is making ready to enter into such wed¬ 
lock as shall cast him forth into darkness from 
his tyranny and throne : and the curse of his 910 
father Kronos shall then at last be wholly 
brought to pass that he uttered when he was 
cast out from his ancient throne. Out of 
hardships such as these shall none of the gods 
be able clearly to make known to him a way, 
save me. I know this and I know the way. 
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Svvair’ av avrip irXijv epov Set£ai <ra<^5s' 
cyta raS’ 018a, x$ rpoirtf. irpd s raCra vvv 
dapcrutv Kadrj<T0b> rots ireSapo-tots /crwrots 
irwrrds, Tivaorcrivv r’ ev y^epotv wvprrvovv /3eXos. 
odder yap aura! ravr’ iirapKetrct t i> pi) ou 
jreoretv artpojs TTTwpar' ovk dvatr^era' 

Totov TraXo.KTTrjV vvv irapatTKeva^eTat 920 

fir’ adr8s avrip, Svcrpa^drarov Tepas • 
os 8?) Kepavvov Kpeiacrov’ tvprjcrei ifjXoya, 
fipovTvjs 9 ’ virep/SdXXovra Kaprepbv ktvttoV 
OaXarrcriav Tt yi)s TtvaKTupav votrov, 
rplaivav, ai-^pr/v ri)v Iloo'etSdJvos, <tk e8£. 
irratVas Se TrpSe irp&s KO.K<p paOrj<T€Tai 
ocov to r’ ap\(iv Kal rb SovXeveiv St^a. 

XO. uv drjv 5 XPTlC w 1 raoT’ imyX<o<ro-q. Aids. 

IIP. direp reXeirat, irpbs 8’ a /SovXopai, Xcyio. 

XO. Kal irpooSoKav XPV Seorirotreiv Zijvos riva; 930 

IIP. «ai TMi/Se y’ e£et 8wXo<j>b>repovs irovovs. 

XO. itojs S’ oux* Tapficls rotdS’ eKpiwTtvv eirij; 

IIP. rt 8’ av 0o/3otpijv cj> (Javciv ov poptripov ; 
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Therefore now let him boldly sit trusting in his 
thunderclaps in air and brandishing in his hands 
his fire-breathing bolt: for no whit shall these 
avail to keep him from falling in dishonour a 
fall insufferable. Such a wrestler, a prodigy 920 
most hard to cope withal, is he now making 
ready for himself with his own hand, as in 
good truth shall find a flame stronger than the 
fire-bolt in a mighty crash surpassing thunder; 
and the plague of sea that shakes the earth, 
the trident, Poseidon’s spear, shall he shiver. 

And when that he hath stumbled on this ill 
he shall learn how far are rule and slavery 
asunder. 

Cho. Surely it is thine own desire that thou mouthest 
against Zeus. 

Pro. I tell that which shall come to pass and that 
which I wish besides. 

Cho. What, must we look for one to master 930 
Zeus ? 

Pro. Ay, he shall have pains harder to rid him of 
than these. 

Cho. And art thou not afraid flinging forth words 
like these ? 

Pro. Why should I fear that am not fated to die ? 
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XO. aA.A.’ dOkov av erot rovS’ ir’ akyCo> iropo t. 

IIP. 6 S’ o 3 v jroiemo • iravra Trpoar&oKyrd pot. 

XO. ol rrpoir xvvovvres ryv ’Afipauraav <roef>ot. 

IIP. ereflov, TTpoveixov, Qunrre tov Kparovvr’ del. 
ipol S’ iXaxrcrov Zyvbs fj pySev pika. 

8 pd.ro), Kpardro) rovSe rbv flpayvv \povov 
Sirws deket • Sapbv yap ovk ap£a deals. 940 

aA.\’ ela-opd) yap rovSe rbv Albs rpo\ tv, 
rbv tow Tupavvov tow vtov SiaKovov 
jravrcos ti xaivbv ayyektov ekykvdev. 

EP. <ri rbv o-o</)icrT7)v, rbv triKptos mepmKpov, 
rbv e£apapr 6 vr’ els Oeovs etfaypepois 
wopavra npas, rbv wpbs nkeirryv key to' 
irarrjp dvtoye <r’ ovarnvas xopwels yapovs 
aiSav, vpbs &v exetvos exirlirret xpd rows - 
xal ravra pevrot pySev alvixTqpltos, 
akk’ avd' exaxrr’ extf>pa£c pySe poi SijrAas 950 
080VS, UpoprjOev, -repoer flaky?' Spy.? S’ oTt 
Z«vs rots Toiovrois ow^i pakOaxlfcrat. 

*** vpbt Hr, Elmsley. rpbt uw r’, Mm. 
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Cho. But he may lay on thee a task yet more 
grievous than this. 

Pro. Then let him do it; nought comes to me un¬ 
looked for. 

Cho. They that do reverence to Adrasteia are wise. 

Pro. Do honour, offer prayers, fawn upon him that for 
the moment is in power; but for me, my care for 
Zeus is less than nothing. Let him do, let him 
hold sway for this short time even as he will ; 940 
for it is not long that he shall rule the gods. 

But stay, for I see here the messenger of 
Zeus, the servant of the new-made king; surely 
he hath come to bring some news. 

Enter Hermes. 

Her. Thou there, the wiseacre, that art overbitter 
in thy bitterness, that sinnedst against the gods, 
in that thou gavest honours unto creatures of a 
day, the thief of fire I mean. The father bids 
thee tell of the marriage that thou makest thy 
boast, by which he is to be cast forth from 
power ; and this too not in riddles, but every 
whit tell out. Neither, Prometheus, lay on me 950 
a double journey: thou seest that Zeus is not 
softened by a bearing such as thine. 
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IIP. (repvocrropos ye Kal <f>povrj paros irkews 
o pv66% earnv, <is OeStv virqperov. 
veov veoi Kparetre, Kal BokcItc 8ij 
vaietv aTTtvOrj jcepyap’’ ovk e k •nit'S’ lyu> 

Surtrovs Tvpdvvovs eKwe<r6vras ycrOoprjv; 
rpirov Se rbv vvv Koipavovvr’ eiro\popai 
auryurra Kal ra^io-ra. prj tI <roi So km 
rap/ 3 eiv viroirrrj(r<retv re tovs veovs dtov<s ; 960 

7ToAAou ye Kal tov Travrhs ekkeiirio. <rv 8« 
KekevOov fjvirep fjk 9 es eyKovei 7rdA.1v 
irevarei yap ov8«v < 5 v avurropels epe. 

EP. roto itrSe pevroi Kal irplv avdaSl<rpa<riv 
rdtrS’ is areavrbv TTi'ipovas KaOdpuraq. 

IIP. rijs <nj s karpeiaq rrjv eprjV 8\xrirpa£iav, 
cratftws eirurracr’, ovk av <ikkd£atp’ eyd. 

EP. Kpelo-a-ov yap, olpai, rySe karpeveiv irerpy. 
rj Tarpl <f>vvai Zr/vl irurrbv ayyekov, 

IIP, ovTuts vf 3 pi(eiv Tons vySptfovras \pedv. 97O 

EP. \k18av eoixas toIs trapov&i irpaypjuri. 

IIP. > X^ l ^ vrai Toy's cpovs eyi) 

eyOpovs ISoipi • Kal cri 8’ iv rovrots keyto, 

EP. ij Kape yap ti £vp<f>opa is nramji; 

'** rdfft’ ei (rea vrbv . .. Kadtipurat, Sikes and Willson. Kaffdp' oni, 
M. KaSdppurat, many editors. 
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Pro. High sounding, truly, and full of pride is thy 
speech, for an underling of the gods. New is 
the sway ye newly hold and ye think forsooth 
to dwell in citadels that know no sorrow. 
Have I not seen two tyrant* cast out thence ? 
ay, and a third, him that now is lord, shall I 
behold, most basely and most speedily. Does 
it look to thee that I have any fear or cringe 960 
before the new-made gods? Far, ay, very far 
am I from that. So quickly tread again the 
road thou earnest, for thou shah learn nothing 
of what thou askest me. 

Her. Yet by such stubborn ways even before thou 
didst mark out these troubles for thyself. 

Pro. For thy slavery be sure I would not change 
my evil fortune, no, not I. 

Her. For it is better, I ween, to be a slave unto this 
rock than to be trusted messenger to father 
Zeus. 

Pro. It is meet thus to wreak insults on the insolent. 970 

Her. It seems that thou dost revel in thy present lot. 

Pro. Revel ? May I see mine enemies thus revel¬ 
ling. I count thee of their number. 

Her. What, dost thou blame me too in part for thy 
distresses ? 
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IIP. djrA.(j> A.dy<j> rovs 7ravras k^Oalpw deovi, 
cxtoi Tradovres ev KaKoval p‘ {kSikws. 

EP. k\v<j) a eyio peprjvoT’ ov apiKpav voaov. 

IIP. voaoip’ av, et voarjpa rovs i)(8povs arvyelv. 

EP. tii js rfioprjrbi ovk av, el rrpdaaois KaXuSs. 

IIP. < 5 /xoi. 980 

EP. toSe Zevs toiVos ovk ewlaraTai. 

IIP. aXX’ CKSiSacrKci rravO’ 6 yr/pdaKiov xpdvos. 

EP. Kal pf/v arv y’ ovino aia<j>povelv eiriaraaai, 

IIP. ire yap irpoarjvSiov ovk av ov 8 ’ virrjperrjv. 

EP. epelv eoiKas ovSev u>v XPv( (l 7ra ' n }p- 

IIP. Kal pfjv otfrelXiov y av rivoip' avrip \dpiv. 

EP. eKepToprjara'i SfjGcv ware 7ralSd pe. 

IIP. ov yap irv iraii re Kan rovS’ dvovarepos, 
tl trpoaSoKy.^ epov rt irevaeatiai irapa ; 
ov/c ecrriv aUiap’ ovSe pi} x°-vr)p’ orip 
irporpeif/eral pe Zevs yeywvrjaai rdSe, 99O 

rrplv av ^aXacr^p Sea-pa Xvpavrqpia. 

9,6 &rre raiSi pe, Hermann, u! watSd pe, if, etc. tin xa IS’ 

Svra pe, m. 
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Pro. In one word I hate all the gods, all they that, 
prospering, unrighteously entreat me ill. 

Her. I hear thee raving with no light disease. 

Pro. Diseased I may be, if it be disease to hate one’s 
enemies. 

Her. Thou wouldst be past bearing, shouldst thou 
fare well. 

Pro. Alas. 980 

Her. Zeus knows not that word. 

Pro. But Time as he grows old teaches all things to 
the full. 

Her. Why, look, not yet hast thou learned to be wise. 

Pro. Nay, else had I not held parley with thee that 
art an underling. 

Her. It seems thou wilt tell nothing of that the 
father asks. 

Pro. Nay, I would pay him the grace that I owe. 

Her. Thou floutest me forsooth as though I were 
a child. 

Pro. Why, art thou not a child and yet more witless 
than a child, if thou lookest to learn aught from 
me ? There is no threat, nay, or trick by 990 
which Zeus shall incline me to tell this thing, 
before my galling bonds are loosed. Where¬ 
fore let blazing fire be hurled and with 
”1 



JjS Prometheus Bound 


wpbs ravra pnrrccr&m pcv alOaXovcraa <f>ko£, 
kcvKoirrcpip 8c vi<f>ilSi Ka\ fipovrrjpam 
X$ovtois KVKaTO) iravra Kal rapao-acrm • 
yvdptpu yap ov&ev rmv8c p’, marc Kal <f>pd<rai 
irpbs o® x/>cwv viv tKTTKTtiv rvpavvlSoi. 

EP, opa vvv cl trot ravr' aptuya <f>alvcTat. 

IIP. tuTTrai tcakai 8rj Kal /3c/3ovkcvrai raSc. 

EP. Tokprjcrov, 5 pdratc, rokprjarov itotc 

irpbs ras irapovv as mjpovas op6m s <f>povclv. 1000 

IIP. oxktis pdrrjv pc Kvp oirms irapr/yopmy. 
civckOcrm (rc p-qirod’ dis cym Albs 
yvmprjv <j>o/3r)6cls B-qkvvovs ycvr/cropai, 
xal ktrraprjo-m rbv plya crrvyovpcrov 
yvvaiKopipois mndcrpacriv ycpuv 
kvtrat pc Scapmv rmvSc rov iravrbs 8cm. 

EP. kcymv coiKa irokka Kal parrjv cpclv • 

Tcyyci yap ovScv ov8c pakOdxmct kirats 

(pats’ SaKmv 8c crdpiov ms vco£vyr]S 

irmkos jQiafti Kal irpbs T/vias pd\ct. lOlO 

arap ar<f>o8pvva y’ dardcvci aro<j>urpari‘ 

avdaSla yap Tip ijjpovovvn pf) Kakws 

airr) Kaff avrrjv ovbcvbs pci(ov crOcvci. 

(TKcipai S’, (av pi) rots (pots ircurdys Aoyois, 

»«4 
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white-winged snow and thunder-bursts beneath 
the earth let him confound all things and make 
them troubled; for nought of this shall bend 
me that I so much as tell by whom it is ap¬ 
pointed that he be cast out from his tyranny. 

Her. See now if this seems helpful to thee. 

Pro. Long, long since was this thing seen and 
planned. 

Her. Thou fool, bring thyself at last to take wise 1000 
thought in face of thy present sufferings. 

Pro. Thou dost trouble me in rain as who should 
beguile a wave of the sea. Let it never come 
into thy heart that I, fearing the will of Zeus, 
shall turn woman-hearted and shall importune 
him I greatly hate with womanish upliftings 
of my hands to loose me from these bonds. 

Very far am I from that. 

Her. It seems, though I say on and on, I shall yet 
speak in vain. For thou art nothing melted 
nor yet softened by my prayers; but taking 
the bit between thy teeth like a foal, new- 1010 
yoked, dost chafe and pull against the rein. 

Ah, but thy vehemence rests upon an im¬ 
potent device, for stubbornness, to one that 
counsels ill, has of itself least strength of all 
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oios are \eiplbv Kal KtxKuiv TpiKvpla 
eneur’ dtpvKTO s' npiora pev yap OKplSa 
<f>dpayya fipovry Kal Kepavvly <f>koyl 
narrjp an apa£ei -rrji'Se, Kal Kpvxpei Sep as 
rb (Tov, nerpala S' ay/ca kr/ tre fiaardurei. 
punKpbv Se p.T)Kos eKrekevrya-as ypovov 
dxpoppov y£eis es <fido<s' Albs Se roe 
irrrjvbs Kvtov, Sa<j>oivbs aleroi, ka/3p<t >s 
StapTaprjcrei eriLparos peya paKos, 
axXijTOs epnwv Satrakeiis navrjpepo s, 
KekaivofipoiTOv S’ fjnap e»c<?oiva<reTai. 
roiovSe poy^dov reppa pr) ri npaarSoKa, 
nplv av OeCiv ris 8id8o\os r<3v (ru>i/ Trorwv 
< pa-vy, Oekrjo-y t’ els dvavyyrov pokelv 
"AiSrjV, xvetfxild t’ dpifji Taprapov /3d9r). 
npbs navra fdovkev’ • (is oS’ ov nenkaxrpevos, 
6 Kopno s, akkd Kal ktav tlprjpevos' 
xpevSrjyopelv yap ovk enla-raTai a-ropa 
rb Alov, akkd ndv enos Tekel. crv Se 
nanraive Kal <f>povTi£e, py S’ avOaSiav 
evfiovktas dpeevov yy' f )<rj] nore. 

1081 tr/pvpos, Hartung. 
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things. But look thou, if thou pay no heed 
unto my words, how great a storm and 
monster wave of ills shall come upon thee that 
thou canst not flee : for first with thunder and 
with bolts of fire shall the father rend this 
rugged gorge in sunder and shall hide thy 
body, and an arm of rock shall bear thee up. 

And when thou hast brought to an end long 
length of time thou shalt come back to light; 1020 
and the winged hound of Zeus, I tell thee, a 
blood-red eagle, shall fiercely tear thy body, 
limb-meal, into great strips, coming, a guest 
unbidden, the livelong day, and shall sup off 
thy liver till it be gnawed to blackness. Of 
hardships such as these look not thou for 
any end, till some god appear to take thy 
pains upon himself and will to go to rayless 
Hades and the dusky depths round Tartaros. 
Therefore advise thee, since this is no feigned 
vaunt, but all too clearly spoken; for the 1030 
mouth of Zeus knows not how to utter false¬ 
hood, but shall bring every word to pass : and 
be thou wary and take heed, neither think 
that stubbornness is ever better than good 
counsel. 
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xo. ijftXv [lev 'E/o/iiJs ovk aKaipa tpalverai 
Xeyeiv aveoye yap ere rrjv avOaSlav 
pedevr’ epevvav rrjv eroepr/v evfiovkiav. 
wiOov- eroefxp yap aurypbv e£ap.apraveiv. 


IIP. elSoTi to t floe tcutS’ ayyektas 
58’ e9eiv£ev‘ jraa-^ecv Se Kaxws 

*xOphv vtt’ kyQpCiV ovSev deiKes. 
irpbs raCr’ eV epol pivreer9eo pev 
TTVpbi dpef,r)K7]S /3oiTTpvxos, alOfjp 8’ 
epe9e£eer9ea fdpovrjj erepaKckep T 
aypLiov avepeuv x Oova 8’ (K vv9peveov 
avraes ptfats rrvevpa KpaSalvoi, 

Kvpa 8i itovtov rpa^et poOly 
£vyx<I><ree.ev reov t ovpavieov 
aerrpeov SioSovs' es re KeXaivbv 
T dprapov apSrjy piipeic Seynas 
Tovpbv avayicqs erreppals StVats- 
jrai'T<os epe y’ ov davaruxrei. 

EP. TOtaSc pevTOi reov tppevoTrXrjKretiv 
povXevpar’ hrrj T' eerriv dieoverat. 

Tt yap eWeiTrei prj ou rrapaTtaUiv 
' 1 1 tov 8’ cv)(i ); rt x a ^P pavieov ; 
aA,X o5v vpels y’ ai mjpoervvais 

*“* i) ro05’ eix/j, Wmckelmann. j} T0 CS' ivrvxfj, M. 
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Cho. To us it seems that Hermes speaks not amiss, 
in that he bids thee lay aside thy stubbornness 
and seek after wise and profitable counsel. 
Hearken to him, for to a wise man it is a 
shameful thing to err. 

Pro. Nothing new to me the tidings that he cries 1040 
aloud; but for an enemy to be ill-treated 
at the hands of enemies is nowise shameful. 
Therefore let two-edged wreathing fire be 
hurled against me, and let air wax wrath with 
thunder and with wrack of angry winds; and 
may a blast make Earth from out her depths 
to tremble to her very roots, and with rough 
surge gather together as a heap the sea waves 
and the courses of the heavenly stars; and 1050 
may it lift on high and hurl my body into black 
Tartaros in the stern whirlwinds of necessity. 

Yet for all this shall he not bring me death. 

Her. Surely this is to hearken to the counsels and 
the words of the distraught. For wherein 
does his prayer fall short of madness ? wherein 
does he abate his raving ? Then do ye at 
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gvyKdpvovorai rats roCSf Tomov 
pera Trot ywpelT’ (k raivSf 0o<3s, 
pr) <f>peva s uptov r)Xidiu>a~y 
fipovrfjs pvKTjp arepapvo v. 

XO. a Wo Tt (fxive t Kat irapapvOov p f 
o rt «at Trettrtts • ou yap 8 tj irov 
touto ye tXtjt3v irapeervpas trros'. 
ttws pe KeXeuets KaKOTTjr’ ao-Kclv ; 
pera tovS’ 3 Tt Tratr)(«iv edeXm' 
tows TrpoSoTas yap pureiv epaOov. 
KOVK etTTl VOVOS 

rrjoS’ rjvriv’ dweirrvo-a paXXov. 

HP. a AX’ o8v pepvqcrO' dyoi irpoXeyiv 

pr/Se irpbs arrji OrjpadeLirai. 
pepifijirde prjSe ttot’ eHirtjd’ 

ids Zeus u/tas eis dirpooirrov 
irrjp’ elcreftaXev • pr/ 8rjr’, aurat 8’ 
vpdi auras' elSvtat yap 
kovk e£at<j>vr)‘i ou8e Xadpa ttos 
ets aTrepauTov Siktuov cIttjs 
tpirXeyB-qa-to-O' urr’ avotas. 

IIP. Kat epyy KOUKeTt pvdtp 
yOwv crecrdXev rat - 
/3pv\la S’ ?}yu> TrapapvKaTai 
Ppovrrji, eXtKes 8’ (KXdpirovcn 
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least, that have compassion on his afflictions, go 
from these parts else-whither speedily, lest the 1060 
harsh roar of thunder craze your wits. 

Cho. Speak some other thing and give me counsel 
wherewith thou shalt also win me; for surely 
this is an intolerable word that thou hast 
swept into the torrent of thy speech. How 
canst thou bid me play the coward ? With 
him I would suffer what he must. For I 
have learned to hate a traitor. And there is 
no malady that I hate more than this. 1070 

Her. Well then, remember that which I foretell; 
neither, when ye are hunted down by doom, find 
fault with fortune, neither say at any time that 
Zeus cast you into afflictions unforeseen; not 
so, but ye yourselves ; for with knowledge, 
and not suddenly and secretly, will ye for your 
folly be entangled in the illimitable net of 
doom. [iEx</ Hermes. 

Pro. And now in very truth, no more in words, 1080 
Earth is convulsed; and the sound of thunder 
from the depths rolls past, and wreathing 
flames of lightning flash forth and whirlwinds 
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<TTCf>Oirrj$ (d.7rvpOl, (TTp6p,/3oi Si KOVIV 
tlkierer overt' <TKipT<£ S’ avepuav 
Trvevp.et.Tei TretvToiv «Zs dkk-rjka 
erretertv avriirvovv diroSetKvvpeva’ 
£vvTCTa.paKTat 8’ eilQ-qp Trovrep. 
rotaS’ iir’ ipol parrj AioOtv 
rev\overa <j>o/3ov erret-^tt epavepv is. 

5 p.rjrpb's epfjs crtf3as, & iravreov 
aWrjp Koivbv <f>ao$ tlklererejiv, 
teropqs p’ (us IxSixa iracrx a>- 



IO9O 



Prometheus Bound mt» 


roll up dust; and up leap blasts of all the 
winds declaring war one on another, blast 
against blast. And air and sea are con¬ 
founded together. Such is the stroke of 
Zeus that manifestly cometh upon me to work 
me fear. O great my mother, O air that 1090 
rollest light to all alike, thou seest me, how 
unjust are my sufferings. 
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Notes 


12. Krates mi Biss were ion and daughter of the Titan 
Pallas and of Styx, daughter of Okeanos. When Zeus rose 
against Kronos and the Titans, Okeanos accepted his rule, 
and Styx and her chidren zealously served him (Hes. Theog., 
383-401). 

14. (rvyyevlj Seir. Hephaistos was son of Hera, the daughter 
of Kronos, the son of Ouranos, and Prometheus was, according 
to -/Eschylus, son of Themis Gaia, wife of Ouranos (see note 
on 211). 

30. Cf. Introd., p. 10. 

34-33. Cf. Introd., p. 9 and p. iz. 

85. erpopriQia. Cf. Introd., p. 1 note. 

94. rbv fivpitry -xfiiivov, lit. the space of 10,000 years, but here 
denoting simply a very long time, like the expression rpett 
pvptdSat (three times 10,000 years) in the line quoted by the 
Scholiast from Prometheus the Firebrmger, in which he says he 
had been bound for 30,000 years. Cf. line 774 where Pro¬ 
metheus foretells his release in the fourteenth generation. 

105. Cf, Introd., p. 13. 

130. Cf. Introd., p. 9 and p. 12. 

154. Tdprapor, with the other Titans. Cf. 221, 222. 

163. Cf. Introd., p. 9. 

170. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

171. r 4 rim potibevpa, hints at the secret which gives Pro¬ 
metheus a hold over Zeus, viz. the knowledge that a marriage 
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between Zeus and Thetis, if consummated, will result in loss 
of sovereignty to Zeus (764-770). Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

177. Cf, Introd,, p. 13. 

186-189. Cf, Introd., p. 9, 

192-194. Cf, Introd., p. 13. 

207. Tiroroi, children of Ouranos and Chthon = Gaia, i.e. 
brothers of Kronos. 

211. Oifus, xal rain, xo\Xw» hcofihrav nop<jtT) /ila. JEschylus 
adapts to his own end the version that made Themis mother of 
Prometheus, 

Themis is here identified ,with Gaia (Earth) in accordance 
with a local Athenian tradition. In 18 he calls the mother of 
Prometheus “right-judging Themis”; and in 874 “Titan 
Themis”; in 1091 he again definitely identifies her with 
Earth. -SEschylus does not consistently adopt this version; 
for in Eumcnidcc, 2, 3 he calls Themis the daughter of Gaia (see 
note on line 14 and cf, Hes. Theog, t 135). According to Hesiod, 
Klymene was the mother of Prometheus. 

Cf. Introd., pp. 12, 13. 

214-215. Cf. Introd., p. 12. 

252. rv<t>\d. 1 Iv ahroit i\rlSat rarcprura. According to 
Hesiod, Worke and Dayt t man came by hope in quite a different 
way (cf. Introd., p. 2, note 2), but it is not clear from this 
whether Hesiod looked on Hope as a blessing or an ill. 

260. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

262. Cf. Introd., p. 10. 

267-270. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

286. Okeanos’s winged steed was probably a sea-horse or 
hippocamp. 

191. trvyyes’fi. Okeanos is son of Ouranos and Gaia (Hes. 
Thug., 133) and brother of Themis (135). Cf. note on ait 
sa6 
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Notes 


31 x. ylyruxrKe traurby recalls the yv&Qi <reavr6y, ‘‘know thy¬ 
self," of the temple of Apollo at Delphi, which with fitjSbv 
&yav, nothing in excess n (cf. 310), formed two of the leading 
maxims of Greek morality. 

3x2. Cf. Introd., p. xz. 

326. Cf. Introd., p. 9. 

333. irdvrcov fjLeTa<rx&y teal TeroXfirjK&s i/iot. Sarcasm on 
Prometheus's part, for Okeanos had from the first kept clear 
of trouble (cf. 376 and see note on line iz). 

349. Kal Kaffiyv^rou tijxcu • • • "ArXavrot. Hesiod (Thcog. 509) 
makes Atlas and Prometheus brothers, children of Titan Iapetos 
and Klymene. AEschylus alters the parentage of Prometheus, 
but keeps the relationship of Atlas and Prometheus. 

Atlas had joined in the struggle of the Titans against 
Zeus. 

350-351. kIov' obpayov re Kal x^ovbt, 

ipelbuy. 

In Homer, Od. i. 53, Atlas “ of himself holds tne tall pillars 
that keep both earth and sky apart." Aeschylus retains the 
Homeric conception of Atlas, a development of which is given 
by Herodotus (iv. 184), who says the natives call Mount Atlas in 
Libya “ a pillar of the sky." 

353. rbv yrtycvr} re Kt \iKluy olK'/propa 

dvrpuv . . . T v<pCova. 

Typhon (cf 370, Typhos) here identified with Typhoeus, 
youngest son of Gaia (Hes. Thcog., 821). ASschylus is follow¬ 
ing the same version of the story as Pindar (Pyth. 1) in making 
Typhon's home in the volcanic district of Cilicia, his seat of 
punishment beneath Etna in Sicily. 

366-373. ASschylus combines two current explanation* of the 
phenomena of volcanic eruptions, viz., the vomiting of fire by 

x*7 
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the imprisoned Titan and the smelting of metal by the smith, 
Hephaistos. 

$69-371. bOev iKpayfrorral to re . . . yhat. These lines re. 
calling the eruption of Etna, 479 - 47 ®> are ' n * ome P°‘ nt * 
reminiscent of a passage of Pindar describing the same eruption 
(Pyrt. i. 25-50). Cf. Introd., p. 15. 

378. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

41 j. KoXxtfos TO yat boucoi 

xa pOivoi 

For the Amazons f. note on 707-734. 

420. It seems unnecessary to reject ApajSlas on the score of 
geographical difficulty. For an interesting suggestion cf. Sikes 
and Willson’s edition of AEs. Prometheus Bound, note ad loc. 

428. ’AtXo v 9 \ Cf. note on 349. 

443-506. For Prometheus’s gifts to man cf. Introd., p. 3. 

461. hrivTUP, powro/iijrAp’ ipyaoyu. Memory was the 

mother of the muses (Hes„ Thcog ., 54). 

507. Cf. Introd. p. 10. 

511. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

516. Moipat Tplfcopd>oi ixudifcovis r ’E^tnin. For the relation of 
Zeus to Fate and to the Erinyes cf. Introd., p. 13, and on 
line 910. 

524-525. Cf. Introd., p. 13, and cf. 170. 

551. rir Aids hpnovlar. It is the “order” of Zeus, not yet 
to be identified with i) TOTpufibii, which Prometheus trans¬ 
gressed in giving help to man (for which transgression he now 
suffers), and which man is impotent to change. Cf. line 834. 

560. Hesione was daughter of Okeanos, though not of 
Tethys. 

561. The story of Io, a crude tale having its origin in the 
belief in a real cow goddess, it differently treated in the dif- 

sal 
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ferent plays of ABschylus. According to this play lo was the 
daughter of Inachos, king of Argos. Zeus loved her and 
wooed her In dreams, bidding her come to him to the Lernaean 
pastures, till at last her father, in obedience to a threatening 
oracle, drove her, against his will and hers, out of his house. 
Thereupon her form was changed and her mind distraught. 
Horned like a cow she hastened to the meadows of Lerna, It 
would seem that the change was effected by Zeus to attain his 
end (but cf. Tucker's Supplied, note on line *68); and this is 
the version followed by others (cf. Apoll. ii. 1 - 3 . ZfCs rfjt mb’ 
Ktprrft irf/dfieuos ell povv perepSpcpuure Xevsijv), but in the Supplied, 
where the descendants of Io turn to Zeus for help, it is the 
part of Aeschylus to present Zeus in the character of the de¬ 
liverer rather than the persecutor, and he there ascribes the 
change to the malice and jealousy of Hera, who further, ac¬ 
cording to both plays alike, to prevent their union, sets the 
myriad-eyed Argos to dog her steps and watch, Argos dies 
(by the hand of Hermes as we learn from the Supplied), but the 
gadfly, another device of Hera’s, that in the Promcthnu tor- 
ments her from the moment of the transformation, maddens 
her, and drives her from land to land till she comes to Canopus 
on the Nile. Here at last (for in 897 she is still rapSluot) 
Zeus, by a touch of his hand (cf. Supp. 575), restores her senses 
and begets Epaphos, whose descendant, Herakles, is the des¬ 
tined deliverer of Prometheus. In early art Io la represented 
as a cow, but her introduction on the stage necessitated a 
modification of this; and with this play begins, in all likeli¬ 
hood, the conception of a cow-horned maiden (cf. R. Engeimann, 
die Io Saga in the Jahrbuck dee K. D. Arch, hut., band xviii,, 1903 ), 
367. 3 AS. This interpretation of the word Si is doubtful; 
others regard it as the vocative of ASt, Zens. 
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574. 86 v a£, the pipe of Hermes with which he lulled to 
sleep Argos before killing him. Cf. Bevan’s Translation, 
Introd., p. xxxiv., and the article of Engelmann already referred 
to. 

636. Kaavyrffrait irarpbs. Inachos, a river god, father of Io, 
was son of Okeanos (Hes., Theog ., 337). 

652. Lerna in Argos. 

658. Pytho (Delphi) and Dodona in Epirus were both ancient 
oracular seats (see note on 830). 

707. It is idle to try and follow the wanderings of Io on a 
map. It only results in confusion. JEschylus in all likelihood 
had himself no clear idea of his geography, but in citing names 
lately brought by travel to men’s knowledge he counted on the 
newly-awakened interest in foreign countries, which we find 
again asserting itself in Herodotus. 

707-734. Several of these places which he puts north of the 
Euxine lay really further south, viz., the Chalybians, the 
Caucasus, and the Amazons {cf. 415); but to reconcile this last 
with another tradition which put the Amazons south of the 
Euxine {cf. Her. iv. no), he foretells a migration southward 
to Thermos>cyra near the Thermodon. This last, however, to 
make the confusion worse, he places near Salmydessus, which 
is really nearer to the Thracian Bosphorus, at the other side of the 
Euxine. Thence Io is to pass the Cimmerian isthmus, which 
joins the Tauric Chersonese (the Crimea) and the mainland, 
and to cross the Maeotian Strait (Sea of Azov), which shall be 
called Bosphorus (passage of the cow) after her. This he 
regards as the boundary between Europe and Asia. Cf. Pro- 
mcthcus Unbound , quoted by Arrian, Peripl. Pont. Pux., p. 19, 
where the Phasis is taken as the boundary. In the Supplier 
JEschylus follows a different legend in this point too {cf. note 
130 
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on 561), and takes Io by a different route, including the Thracian , 
not the Cimmerian, Bosphorus. 

756. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

76a. K€vo<f>p6vuv povXevfidrcov . Cf. line 171. 

764. This (the new counsel of 171) is Prometheus’s secret, 
with which he looks to buy his freedom from Zeus (cf. 
Introd., p. 13). According to Pindar (Isth. vii.) Themis had 
foretold that, should Thetis wed with Zeus or with one of 
his brothers, she would bear a son better than his father 

(768). 

770. \v 0 elt suggests the price at which Zeus could buy the 
secret (cf. 175). The chorus do not understand this, as is shown 
by their Ukovtos A 16s in the next line. Prometheus, ignoring 
this, tells of the deliverer who is fated to come in course of time 
to be the instrument of his release. 

771. 6 \ij<ru>v. Herakles who was, according to Aeschylus 
(774), thirteenth in descent from Io (cf. note on 94). 

The Scholiast gives Io, Epaphos, Libye, Belos, Danaos, 
Hypermnestra, Abas, Proetos, Akrisios, Danae, Perseus, Elek- 
tryon, Alkmene, Herakles. 

790. ficWpov, ijxelpuv tipov , viz. Cimmerian Bosphorus re¬ 
suming from 734. 

790-815. Io’s route becomes now more difficult than ever to 
follow. The places and people she is to pass, most of them 
fabulous, seem to lie vaguely to the south-east. 

792. v6vtov. Probably Pontus. Some take it of the 
Caspian. 

794. GopidSes. The Graiai, daughters of Phorkys (Hes. 
Theog ., 270). 

795. The Graiai were placed sometimes in the east and 
sometimes in the west. Here Aeschylus, though placing them 

13* 
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apparently in the east, gives them a description more fitted to 
the darkness of the west. 

799. T opyivci. Also daughters of Phorkya (Hes. Thug., 174). 

S03. Zijrdt ixpaytis xi/rat. The meaning of dtcpayeU is un¬ 
known ; but at any rate the old translation “ unbarking ” must 
be abandoned. 

In the Clan. Review (xvi. aoo) Mr. E. R. Bevan, on the 
ground that the eagle was the emblem of Akragas, suggests 
the existence of a Sicilian word with this meaning, on the 
analogy of <r 4 \ivor, parsley, which was taken as the emblem of 
Selinus, 8 c c. 

804. Herod, (iii. 116) tells how the Arimaspi “take the gold 
violently from the griffins,” but he puts them in the north, 
whereas Aeschylus puts them in the south-east. 

806. IIXoi Wuv. Not mentioned elsewhere; is probably an 
invention (cf. Hybristes, 717). 

809. worafibi ’AiMoi/-, probably the Nile above the cataracts. 
An old tradition made the Nile rise in the East. 

811. xara/Sair/tir. The “little cataract,” the tenth and last 
In descending. 

BvpMvwo 6 pwr= the Papyrus mountains. Cf, Hybristes, 717, 
and Plouton, 806. 

813. rdiv rpiyau or x&iva. The Delta. 

814. drouclar. Canopus. 

815. Cf. 846-851. 

8*7. HxAo* nb oDu . . . Atyuv. From Argos to the 
Molossian plains. 

830. “ The speaking oaks ” of Dodona were a survival of the 
ancient tree cult. Cf. A. J. Evans on Mycenaean Tree and 
Pillar Cult in the Journal of Hellenic Studies , voL xxi., part s, X901. 

13a 



Prometheus Bound 


Notes 


* 37. petyw < c 6 \ toi > ' Pf«. The “ Ionian ” aea, the Adriatic,— 
a false derivation. Cf. *I« and 1 jnor. 

831. ’Brasov. According to Herod, (iii. it), Epaphos 
was identified with the Egyptian bull-god Apis, as Io with 
Isis; but the name was associated with the miraculous 
birth. 

Sjj. W/usmj S' dr’ dvrov ylvvb. r. Epaphos, Libye, Belos, 
Danaos, the Danaids. 

The fifty daughters of Danaos were wooed by the fifty sons 
of Aigyptoa, brother of Danaos. To escape the marriage they 
fled with their father to Argos, and claimed the help of the 
Argive king, as being themselves the descendants of Io, daughter 
of Inachos (king of Argos) (cf. Stiff.). The next part of the 
story is told here. The Danaids were to pretend to consent to 
the marriage, but on the wedding night each was to kill her 
husband. One alone, Hypermnestra, spared her husband, 
Lynceus, and from them was descended Herakles, “ famed with 
the bow,” who is Prometheus’s destined deliverer (see 774). 

874. Ttravli 6tfj.11. See note on an. 

908. gtrrat rairitvbt. Cf. Introd,, p. 13. 

909. yduov yapeut. Cf. 764. 

910. varpis S' dpi Kpivov . . . Spirwv. Zeus sinned against 
his father Kronos when he drove him from his throne and 
hurled him, bound, to Tartaros. Such a tin could not fail to 
bring on him the curse of Kronos (cf. Soph. Ocd. Col.) and the 
anger of the Erinyes, the avengers of a kinsman’s wrong. 
This sin, which (cf. Eum. 640) it not, like the shedding of 
kindred blood, irreparable, Zeus expiates by the release of 
Kronos in the Promethetu Unbowed. 

91J. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

918-919. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 
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910. rotor iraXaurrfjr. The «on of a marriage between Zeus 
and Thetis (cf. 768). 

914. fftt\a<r<riar . . . rplarar. In the passage from Pindar, 
Itth. vii., referred to on line 764, Themis says that a son born of a 
marriage between Thetis and Zeus or one of his brothers will 
wield a weapon mightier than the thunderbolt or the trident, 
with reference to Poseidon as a suitor as well as Zeus. 
Aeschylus focuses attention on Zeus by omitting the part of 
the story that refers to Poseidon, but in this passage his refer¬ 
ence to the trident seems like a reminiscence of the Pindaric 
form of the story. 

919. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

936. ’ASpdoreiav = Nemesis. Cf. Plato, Sep. 431 A, rpooKvru 
S’ 'ASpitrreiav, a formula to avert the anger of the gods for 
proud words. 

955 - ty Introd., p. it. 

9J7. Starcrois rvpirvovt. Ouranos and Kronos. 

958. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

980-981. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

989-991. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

998. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

roao. paKpbv Si /irjicos. These lines foreshadow the events 
of the next play, the lost Prometheus Unbound. There Pro¬ 
metheus is represented as having been disgorged again by Earth, 
still bound to the rbck dad tormented by the eagle. Cf. 
Introd., p. 6. 

1017. rplr Sr Bear ns StdSoxot rwr trur srbvur. This is flung 
at Prometheus as a condition that he could never hope to fulfil; 
but according to ApolL *, 5, 4, and n, it actually was ful¬ 
filled in the person of Cheiron, who, wounded by Herakles, 
longed to die; but being an immortal god could not, till he was 
»34 
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offered to Zeu» by Heraklea ll a roluntary substitute for 
Prometheus. Cf. Introd., p. 6. 

1040. Cf. Introd., p. 13. 

1091. & firfrpis ifiijt Gaia Themis, to whom and to 

Air his first appeal was made (87). 
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